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PREFACE. 


The     inability     to     obtain     an    inexpensive    and 
reliable    manual   containing  early  historical    evi- 
dence, attesting  the  authenticity   of  our  Gospels, 
specially    adapted     for   plain   Christians    and    the 
younger  people   of  our   Churches,  led  the   writer 
to  undertake  the  compiling  of  this  little  book.     In 
order   that   the    testimonies    quoted     should     be 
accurate  and  reliable,  many  works,  both  sceptical 
and    Christian,    have     been    consulted,    and     out 
of  justice  to  these   authors,   the   following  works 
miist  be  mentioned,  Hartwell  Home's  Introduction 
to   the    Bible,    Smith's    Dictionary    of  the    Bible, 
Ante-Nicene     Library,      Dr.     Fleming's     Early 
Christian  Witnesses,  Eusebius'  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory, Second  Century  Christian  Writings,  Paley's 
Evidences,  Eadie's  Cyclo,  and  Angus'  Handbook. 
The  quotations  from  these  Witnesses,  and  my 
remarks  upon  them,  are  necessarily  brief,  or  other- 
wise they  would  have  swollen  the  book  to  an  ex- 
pensive   size,   and    defeated    the    very   object   for 
which    it    was    compiled.     Any    reader    desiring 
fuller  information,  can  obtain  it  by  searching  the 
works  of  various  apologists  referred  to. 


PREFACE, 

It  is  claimed  for  this  little  work  that,  so  far  as 
the  writer  could  ascertain,  the  testimony  of  the 
Witnesses  quoted  is  thoroughly  reliable,  and  only 
such  as  is  universally  admitted  to  be  genuine  is 
cited.  This  remark  is  specially  applicable  to  the 
First  Century  Witnesses. 

Of  course,  although  prepared  with  more  than 
ordinary  care,  like  all  human  compositions,  it  is 
far  from  perfect,  and,  therefore,  honest  criticism , 
having  for  its  object  ''  Truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,''  is  invited,  and  will  be  used  for  the  correc- 
tion of  any  error,  if  needs  be,  in  future  editions. 

The  author  cherishes  the  hope  that  all  friends 
of  the  Bible  (especially  parents,  pastors,  leaders  of 
Bible  Classes,  and  Christian  Bands,  Y.W.C.A.,  and 
Y.M.C.A.,  (Src),  will  be  induced  to  furtlier  the 
defence  of  the  book  by  co-operating  with  him, 
and  bringing  this  little  work  under  the  notice  of, 
and  circulating  it  widely  among,  the  young  men 
and  women  of  our  Churches,  and  thus  fortify  and 
equip  them  to  combat  successfully  the  agnostic 
and  rationalistic  doubter,  and  also  enable  them  to 
give  a  reason  to  every  man  for  the  ground  of  their 
hope. 


PRE  FA  CE. 

This  little  book  is  sent  forth  with  the  earnest 
prayer  that  the  Master  may  be  pleased  to  use  it, 
or  otherwise,  as  He  deems  fit,  and  should  He 
condescend  to  honour  it  by  using  it  for  strengthen- 
ing the  faith  of  but  one  weak  one,  the  author  will 
be  amply  rewarded. 

Letters  containinor  criticism  or  suojorestions  are 
invited,  and  should  be  addressed  to  the  author, 

CHARLES  UNDERWOOD, 

19,  Church  Street, 

Twickenham,  S.W. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

^YjgHE  purpose  of  the  following  pages  is  to 
o-ather  too-ether  in  a  concise  and  condensed 
form  some  of  the  historical  testimony  be- 
longing to  the  first  three  centuries,  and  prove 
beyond  all  reasonable  disputation  the  authenticity 
and  genuineness  of  our  New  Testament,  especially 
the  four  Gospels  ;  and  further,  to  show  that  we 
possess  substantially  the  sa))ie  writings  as  those 
delivered  by  their  inspired  authors  to  the  Primi- 
tive Christian  Church,  and  not,  as  some  assert, 
^*  cunningly-devised  fables,"  or  spurious  and  tra- 
ditional productions  of  a  later  date,  fraudently 
palmed  otf  upon  a  credulous  and  superstitious  age. 
The  testimonies  of  these  first  centuries  are 
gathered  mostly  from  the  acknowledged  writings 
of  the  Early  Fathers,  supplemented  by  quotations 
from  the  larger  works  of  standard  modern  authors, 
and  arranged  in  simple  chronological  sections,  with 
the  special  view  to  assist  youthful  or  partially  in- 
formed   Christians  ;     particularly    those   who  are 
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•exposed,  in  this  age  of  unblushing  scepticism,  to 
the  baseless  assertions  and  obje3tions,  which  in 
some  quarters  are  vauntingly  made  against  the 
iiuthenticity  of  the  Gospels — specially  the  modern 
false  theory  (which  is  entirely  destitute  of  any 
historical  foundation),  that  the  Gospels  were  not 
published  until  the  latter  part  of  the  second  cen- 
tury— and  who,  from  want  of  leisure  or  oppor- 
tunity, are  unable  to  examine  for  themselves  the 
proofs  and  evidences  of  their  authenticity. 

There  is  also  another  class  of  readers  to  whom 
it  is  hoped  these  pages  may  be  useful — the  honest 
doubter — who  earnestly  desires  to  know  whether 
these  New  Testament  writings  are  genuine,  and 
if  shewn  to  be  such,  is  willing  to  accept,  with 
all  readiness  of  mind,  their  teachings  and  con- 
clusions. 

Before  however,  these  testimonies  are  adduced, 
i*:  may  be  helpful  to  make  an  observation  or  two 
upon  the  necessity,  number,  date,  and  authors  of 
the  Gospels. 

It  was  most  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  true  faith  in  its  primitive  purity,  that  the  life 
and  teachings  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  together  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Apostles,  should  be  committed 
to  the  safe  custody  of  written  manuscript. 

Oral  preaching  of  the  Gospel  could  only  be 
preserved  pure  during  the  life-time  of  the  Apostles 
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by  the  inspired  men  themselves,  but  without  pre- 
servation by  writing,  the  plainest  doctrines  throuoh 
the  lapse  of  time,  defective  memories  of  those  who 
taught  it,  or  extra  superstitious  regard  for  some 
special  phase  of  belief,  would  certainly  corrupt, 
abridge,  or  interpolate  it ;  enemies  to  its  teaching 
would  gladly  poison  the  River  of  Truth  at  its  very 
fount,  while  heretics  would  shape  the  sacred 
oracles  to  suit  their  own  particular  views  and 
tenets.  It  was,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary 
that  inspired  men  should  safely  guard  this  precious 
treasure  from  every  error,  bv  committino-  to 
writing  the  truth  of  God  which  had  been  solemnly 
entrusted  to  them,  and  which  in  turn  could  be 
easily  multiplied  into  copies  for  the  use  of 
Christians  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  the  Gospels,  it  is 
well  known  that  from  the  second  to  the  sixth 
centuries  there  were  many  spurious  writings  and 
so-called  records  of  our  Lord  and  His  Apostles. 
Doubtless,  pious  superstition  gave  birth  to  many 
of  these,  the  desire  for  fuller  details  where  the 
Gospels  are  silent,  traditional  stories  which  had 
grown  by  being  handed  down  from  lip  to  lip,  and 
ev'en  the  malice  of  enemies,  all  assisted  to  originate 
these  apocryphal  and  spurious  documents. 

Still,  although  various  spurious  writings  were  in 
existence,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  this  fact, 
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that  neither  friend  nor  foe  ever  appealed  to  them 
as  autlicritatiue,  and  were  only  read  or  alluded 
to  for  edification  or  illustration,  but  rarely,  if 
ever,  used  as  the  ground  for  either  doctrine  or 
practice.  Indeed,  the  gap  which  separates  our 
Four  Gospels  from  these  spurious  writings,  is  so 
distinct  and  wide,  that  even  a  child  could  scarcely 
be  deceived  by  them.  The  palpable  nonsense  and 
absurdities  of  these  apocryphal  works  are  so  ap- 
parent, that  the  most  convincing  answer  to  every 
doubter  is  this — Take  them  and  read  for   yourself. 

The  number  of  the  Gospels  which  have  been 
received  by  the  universal  Church  from  the  first 
century  are  Four  only^  as  will  be  shown  by  subse- 
quent witnesses. 

As  to  their  date  and  authors^  the  following  con- 
clusions have  been  arrived  at  (see  Dr.  Smith, 
Diet.,  Lange,  H.  Home,  Faley,  and  the  Cyclo's). 
Matthew  the  Apostle  wrote  his  to  the  Hebrew 
Christians  between  the  years  50-60  a.d.  ;  John 
Mark,  an  apostolic  man  and  attendant  of  Peter, 
wrote  from  Peter's  dictation  and  preaching,  his 
Gospel  for  the  Christians  at  Rome,  -18-65  a.d.  ; 
Luke,  the  "beloved  physician,"  one  of  the  Seventy, 
a  friend  and  companion  of  Paul,  noticing  that 
there  were  many  non-authentic  memoirs  of  our 
Lord  (which  were  evidently  incomplete,  if  not  in- 
accurate),  gathered  the  materials  for  his  Gospel 
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from  those  who  had  been  '^  eye  witnesses  and 
ministers  "  of  the  Word  "  from  the  beginning," 
and,  assisted  by  Paul,  arranges  these  records  in 
^'  order^^  for  the  assurance  and  benefit  of 
Theophilus  and  the  Gentile  Church,  between  the 
years  57-63  a.d.  Lastly,  the  Apostle  John  sup- 
plements the  synoptical  Gospels  with  his  own  for 
the  Greeks,  between  the  years  70-UO  a.d. 

These  Gospels,  by  the  aid  of  professed  scribes, 
were  multiplied  by  thousands,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  their  enemies  to  destroy  them,  nearly 
400  manuscripts  are  still  extant,  some  dating  as 
earlv  as  the  fourth  century,  thouorh  many  are  in- 
jured  by  time  and  usage.  That  there  should  be 
slight  yerbal  yariations  of  small  importance,  is 
only  what  might  be  expected  from  the  fallibility 
of  all  human  scribes,  or  eyen  carelessness  and 
ignorance  of  the  copyist  ;  particularly  when  we 
remember  they  haye  been  collected  from  all  parts 
of  the  known  world.  In  spite,  however,  of  these 
slight  yariations  in  the  text,  the  general  uniformity 
of  all  the  New  Testament  manuscripts  is  astonish- 
ing, and  clearly  demonstrates  the  yeneration  and 
peculiar  care  exercised  in  transcribing  them  ;  in- 
deed it  has  been  well  said  "  that  the  yery  worst 
manuscript  would  not  peryert  one  article  of  our 
faith,  or  destroy  one  moral  precept." 

That   we  possess  substantially  the  same  Scrip- 
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tures  as  the  Church  of  the  first  century  is  further 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  in  the  extant  and 
genuine  writings  of  the  early  Christian  authors 
are  embedded  hundreds  of  quotations,  all  of  which 
are  identical  (not  only  to  a  large  extent  verbally), 
but  also  in  sense  and  doctrine  with  those  we  pos- 
sess in  our  own  day.  To  such  an  extent  is  this 
true,  that  even  if  every  manuscript  of  the  New 
Testament  had  been  lost,  it  could  have  been  faith- 
fully recovered  by  re-writing  the  numerous 
quotations  from  its  sacred  pages  found  in  the 
works  of  the  early  Christian  Fathers. 


CHAPTER  II. 

CJirti  ©ettturn  lEbilienc^, 

IpN  arranffino-  the  followino^  chain  of  witnesses  I 
_L,  tii-ke  for  granted  (that  which  I  believe  even  the 
most  sceptical  allow)  viz.,  that  from  the  year 
300  A.D.  there  is  no  substantial  difference  between^ 
the  New  Testament  of  that  date,  and  the  precious 
volume  we  possess,  therefore,  the  testimony  pro- 
duced will  only  be  from  the  third  century  backward 
to  the  times  of  the  Apostles,  and  that  this  testimony 
may  be  more  easily  comprehended,  I  arrange  an 
unbroken  succession  of  witnesses  for  each  century,, 
with  their  approximate  date,  and  further,  that  the 
evidence  of  these  writers  may  not  be  unduly 
biassed  by  previous  religious  opinions,  I  select  not 
only  Christian,  but  also  the  bitterest  enemies  tO' 
the  orthodox  church,  viz.,  the  excommunicated 
heretics — men  who  most  undoubtedly  would  (if 
such  had  been  possible)  have  exposed  a  forgery  if 
it  had  existed,  and  further,  to  supplement  such 
testimony  by  the  witness  of  Pagan  writers  who- 
incidentlv  record  the  Christian  habits  and  life. 
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C!ommencing,  therefore,  on  the  solid  ground  of 

the  third  century  viz.^  300  A.D.  backward  to  200 

A.D.,  we  will  test  our  chain  of  historical  evidence 

link  by  link. 

I.  VICTORIN. 

Our  first  Witness  belonging  to  this  century  is 
Yictorin,  bishop  of  Pettaw  in  Germany  about  290 
A.D.,  whose  sphere  of  service  was  hundreds  of 
miles  from  that  of  our  succeeding  witnessess 
Origen  and  Cyprian,  such  distance  in  those  days 
manifestly  precluding,  any  collusion  as  to 
uniformity  of  testimony  for  the  integrity  and 
existence  of  the  Gospeh. 

This  pastor  writing  a  commentary  upon  Rev.  iv.  7. 
*•  The  first  w^as  like  a  lion,  the  second  like  a  calf, 
the  third  like  a  man,  and  the  fourth  like  a  flying 
easle,"  endeavours  to  show  that  thev  are  svmbols 
of  the  four  Gospels,  and  cites  portions  of  each 
Gospel  to  support  his  statement,  these  quotations 
being  substantially  identical  with  ours  ;  he  further 
makes  quotations  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
and  like  our  following  witnesses,  speaks  of  them 
with  profoundest  respect.  He  also  wrote  several 
controversial  treatises  against  the  heretics  of  his 
day,  concerning  which,  Hartwell  Home  remarks 
^'  We  have  in  them  mo?t  valuable  and  explicit 
testimony  to  almost  every  book  of  the  New 
Testament." 
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Victorin's    testimony    is    valuahle    upon     the 
following  points — 1.  The  tiumher  of  the  Gospels — 
four  only — 2.  His  quotations  prove  them  identical 
with  ours. 

II.  CYPRIAN. 

Our  next  Witness  during  this  century  is  Cyprian 
Bishop  of  Oarthage  in  Africa— converted  246  a.d., 
martyred  258  a.d.  This  illustrious  man  was 
born  at  Carthage,  his  father  was  a  man  of 
influence  and  wealth,  a  senator  in  the  capital  of 
proconsular  Africa,  and  the  holder  of  important 
offices. 

The  affluent  position  of  young  Cyprian  led  him 
into  a  life  of  profligacy  and  sin.  But  the  old 
story  was  true  of  him,  the  husks  of  this  world 
could  not  satisfy  the  deep  spiritual  yearnings  of 
his  soul.  In  the  providence  of  God,  Caecillius, 
once  a  pagan,  but  now  converted  to  the  Gospel, 
made  him  the  subject  of  his  deepest  Christian 
solicitude,  and  used  every  means  in  his  power  to 
bring  him  to  Christ.  His  labour  was  not  in  vain  ; 
Cyprian  was  won  for  the  Lord,  and  came  out 
boldly  on  his  side.  His  first  acts  were  to  dis- 
sociate himself  from  his  ungodly  companions^  to  sell 
his  possessions  and  distribute  to  such  as  had  need. 

Two  years  after  his  conversion  he  was  unanim- 
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ously  called  to  be  chief  pastor  of  the  North 
African  Church.  His  sne.nies,  however,  after  a 
short  time  drove  him  from  this  post  of  usefulnessy 
and  sentenced  him  to  banishment ;  this  sentence 
was  soon  superseded  by  martyrdom.  An  Imperial 
Edict  was  issued,  condemning  all  apostates  from 
the  religion  of  their  fathers  to  be  punished  with 
death.  Nothing  daunted,  this  holy  man  persisted 
in  confessing  Christ ;  led  to  a  field  belonging  ta 
himself  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  weeping  friendsr 
and  thousands  of  onlooking  Pagans  passed  through 
the  avenue  of  death  to  his  martyr's  crown. 

This  faithful  man  makes  Copious  quotationjf 
from  almost  every  book  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  describes  the  church  as  bein^  watered  like 
P.iradise  by  four  rivers,  that  is,  the  Gospels.  As 
the  passages  from  the  Gospels  and  Epistles  em- 
bedded in  his  writings  are  so  voluminus,  it  must 
suffice  to  state  that  they  conclusively  prove  he 
quoted  from  the  mme  New  Testament  we  possess 
and  love.  Cyprian's  testimony  is  valuable,  1.  It 
proves  that  four  Gospels  only  were  received  by 
the  North  African  churches,  and  2.  Like  Victoria 
of  Pettaw,  his  many  quotations  prove  their 
sameness  with  ours. 

III.  ORIGEN. 
Our  next  Witness  is  Origen,  of  Alexandria,  in 
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Egypt,  185  A.D.  to  254  a.d.  This  good  man  is 
thus  described  by  Dr.  Lardner  :  "  He  had  a 
capacious  mind  and  a  large  compass  of  knowledge, 
a  man  of  unwearied  application  in  study,  a  most 
learned  and  voluminous  writer."  His  parents 
were  pre-eminently  Christian.  His  father, 
Leonid es,  took  great  pains  w-ith  his  religious  in- 
struction, inducing  him  to  commit  a  portion  of 
Scripture  to  memory  every  day.  It  is  not  strange^ 
therefore,  that  before  the  age  of  seventeen  Origen 
publicly  decided  for  the  Lord.  At  that  early  age 
he  was  called  upon  to  bitterly  realize  the  suffering 
and  cross-bearinor  which  every  follower  of  Christ 
was  exposed  to. 

A  cruel  persecution  broke  out  against  the 
Christians,  and  his  dearly-loved  father,  Leonides, 
was  called  to  a  martyr's  crown.  Origen  would 
fain  have  laid  his  head  upon  the  block  by  his 
father's  side,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
he  was  restrained  bv  his  mother  from  doins  so. 
No  wonder  that  suck  a  son  became  siicU  a  con- 
sistent witness  for  Jesus. 

His  labours  were  prodigious.  In  addition  to 
constantly  preaching  the  Gospel,  hundreds  of 
works  proceeded  from  his  busy  pen.  For  nearly 
fifty  years  he  thus  bore  testimony  for  his  Lord  and 
Master  ;  arrested  at  last  by  his  enemies,  who,  by 
an  exquisite  refinement  of  cruelty,  would  not  send 
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him  to  the  stake,  lest  he  should  receive  a  martyr's 
crown,  but  imprisoned  him  in  a  deep  dungeon, 
with  an  iron  collar  hung  round  his  neck,  until, 
after  two  years  of  suffering  and  pain,  he  expired 
in  prison  at  Tyre. 

This  learned  and  godly  man  so  frequently 
quotes  in  his  numerous  writings  our  New  Testa- 
ment Scriptures,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
make  a  selection,  and  Dr.  Mills  has  remarked  that 
''  if  we  had  all  his  works  remaininor  we  should  be 
able  to  collect  from  them  almost  the  whole  text  of 
the  Bible." 

Origen  further  notices,  but  only  to  censure  cer- 
tain apocryphal  Gospels,  and  marks  them  with 
direct  reprobation,  and  as  of  little  or  no  authority. 
In  addition  to  his  commentaries,  he  gives  a  cata- 
logue of  the  New  Testament  Books,  exactly  as 
w^e  possess  to-day,  and  collectively  designates  them 
"  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament," 
'*  Ancient  and  New  Scriptures,"  etc.  Origen's 
testimony  proves  the  following  points  : — 1.  That 
the  New  Testament  Canon  is  identical  with  our 
catalogue  of  books,  2.  That  the  Church  in  his  day 
only  acknowledged  sucJi  as  authentic.  3.  His 
numerous  quotations  prove  the  sameness  in  sub- 
stance with  our  jn'esent  Scriptures. 

The  limits  of  this  little  work  will  only  allow  me 
to  mention  the  names  of  other  witnesses,  belonging 
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to  this  century,  who  testify  to  the  sameness, 
genuineness,  and  authenticity  of  our  New  Testa- 
ment, e.g.^  Caius  Romanus,  presbyter  of  the 
Church  at  Rome  ;  Ammonios,  who  composed  an 
harmony  on  the  four  Gospels  ;  Julius  Africanus,  a 
writer  of  a  treatise  on  the  s^nealoo-ies  of  our  Lord 
as  recorded  by  Matthew  and  Luke  ;  Novatus,  of 
Rome,  251  ad.  ;  Dionysios,  of  Rome,  259  a.d.  ; 
Commodian,  270  a.d.  ;  Anatolius,  of  Laodicea, 
270  a.d.  ;  Theognostos,  282  a.d.  ;  Methodius,  of 
Lycia,  290  a.d.  ;  and  Phileos,  of  Egypt,  l^d^  a.d. 
Each  of  these  Christian  authors  in  their  various 
works  bear  more  or  less  clear  and  distinct  testi- 
mony concerning  the  inspired  origin,  and  authen- 
ticity of  the  New  Testament,  their  united  (and  in 
those  days  uncontradicted)  evidence  supported  by 
the  uprightness  of  their  lives,  their  sufferings,  and 
in  some  cases,  death,  for  the  truth's  sake,  com- 
bined wdth  their  learnincr  and  average  intellio;ence 
their  remarkable  unanimity  of  testimony,  although 
spread  over  almost  the  then  known  world,  contri- 
bute such  overwhelming  evidence  as  should  surely 
more  than  convince  the  most  captious  critic. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Seconti  Crnturg  lEbitrence. 

AYING  traced  the  existence  of  the  New 
Testament  during  the  third  century,  we 
will  now  proceed  to  examine  our  chain  of 
Witnesses  for  the  se3ond,  that  is,  from  the  year 
290  A.D.  backward  to  100  a.d. 

I.  PAPIAS. 

Papias,  chief  pastor  of  Hierapolis,  was  the  son 
of  parents  in  a  humble  walk  of  life ;  he  was  born 
about  the  date  of  our  Lord's  crucifixion  ;  for  some 
years  he  was  the  slave  of  a  cruel  master,  but 
ultimately  rose  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  fore- 
most heathen  moralists,  and  teachers  of  his  day. 
After  his  conversion  he  became  acquainted  with 
Polycarp  (disciple  of  the  apostle  John)  also  John 
the  presbyter,  and  other  apostolic  men,  and  con- 
sequently had  access  to  the  best  and  earliest 
sources  of  information,  although  granting  that  in 
some  things  he  may  not  have  been  correctly 
informed.  In  addition  to  his  pastoral  work,  he 
published  in  a  work  of  five  books  an  Ejcposition 
of    the    Oracles    of    the    Lord    bearing    express 
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testimony  to  the  Gospels  of  Mattlievv,  Mark,  and 
John,  also  some  other  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
thus  proving  the  existence  of  those  Scriptures  at 
that  early  period. 

That  Papias  obtained  very  much  of  his  informa- 
tion from  the  earliest,  if  not  apostolic  sources  is 
shewn  by  his  own  words — "  Bat  if  by  chance  any- 
one came  who  had  followed  the  elders,  1  examined 
the  words  of  the  elders ;  what  said  Andrew,  or 
Peter,  or  Philip,  or  Thomas,  or  James,  or  what 
John,  or  Matthew,  or  any  other  of  the  Lord's  dis- 
ciples ?  .  .  .  .  For  I  did  not  consider  that 
what  came  out  of  books  would  benefit  me  so 
much,  as  what  came  from  the  living  and  abiding- 
voice  "  ''Euseb,  Eccl.  Hist,  IlL,  39."  "We 
know  that  Papias  was  familiar  with  John's 
Gospel,  for  in  another  part  of  his  Exposition 
where  he  discourses  concerninor  the  deo;rees  of 
reward  given  to  Christians,  he  proceeds  to 
describe  the  supreme  felicity  awarded  to  the 
truly  faithful  believer,  as  follows — "that  on  this 
account  the  Lord  has  said  '  In  my  father's  house 
are  many  mansions  ' ;  for  all  things  are  God's, 
who  gives  to  all  a  suitable  habitation  ;  according 
as  His  AVORD  says  that  to  all  is  distributed  by  the 
Father,  according  as  each  is  w-orthy,  or  shall 
be."      Iren.  adv.  H?eres  Book  V. 

That  the  Gospels  of  Matthew  aid  Mark  were  in 
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existence, we  know  from  the  following-  passages  taken 
from  Papias'  writings,  and  preserved  in  Eusebuis  s 
History  of  the  Church  ;  this  accomit  by  Papias 
was  received  from  one  of  the  above  mentioned 
elder's  lips — "  This,"  the  elder  said,  "  Mark  be- 
came the  expounder  of  Peter,  and  wrote  accurately 
whatever  he  delivered,  not  indeed  in  regular 
order,  such  things  as  were  either  said  or  done  by 
Christ.  For  he,  (Mark)  was  neither  a  hearer,  nor 
a  follower  of  Christ,  but  aft3rwards,  as  I  said,  he 
followed  Peter,  who  delivered  his  teachings  as 
occasion  served,  but  did  not  make  a  regular 
arrangement  of  our  Lord's  words  ;  so  that  Mark 
made  no  error,  thus  writing  some  things  as  he 
delivered  them.  For  he  took  forethought  of  one 
thing,  not  to  leave  out  anything  of  what  he  heard, 
or  to  make  a  mistake  of  anything  therein."  Con- 
cerning Matthew's  Gospel  these  are  his  words — 
"  Matthew,  then  in  the  Hebrew  dialect  wrote  the 
oracles ;  and  each  person  interpreted  them  as  he 
was  able." 

In  the  fragments  of  Papias'  book  preserved  ta 
US  by  these  early  writers,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  reference  to  Luke's  Gospel,  though,  of 
course,  if  we  had  his  works  entire,  it  would  pro- 
bably have  been  mentioned.  We  have,  however, 
abundant  evidence  from  other  Christian  and  here- 
tical  writers    that   it    was  largely  circulated   and 
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well  known,  as  later  pages  of  this  book  will  show. 
Papias'  public  Christian  life  is  placed  between 
110-116  A.D.,  thus  linking  his  testimony  to  many 
elJer  Christians,  who  were  friends  and  companions 
of  the  Apostles  themselves. 

II.  JUSTIN   MARTYR. 

Our  next  second  century  Witness  is  Justin,  sur- 
named  the  Martyr,  so  called  from  having  sealed 
his  testimony  w^ith  his  blood.  He  was  born  near 
Shechem,  in  Samaria,  about  the  year  89  a.d.,  and 
spent  his  youth  in  Palestine,  which  afforded  him 
the  special  opportunity  0:  intercourse  and 
familiarity  with  the  very  people,  and  surroundino-& 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  who  had  so  recently  lived  and 
worked  there. 

The  first  forty  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
studying  the  Stoic,  Platonic,  and  other  systems  of 
philosophy,  earnestly  seeking  for  that  truth  which 
alone  could  satisfy  the  cravings  of  his  inquiring 
heart.  About  the  year  133  a.d.  he  met  with  a 
Christian  who  was  rejoicing  in  the  soul-rest  which 
living  faith  in  Jesus  always  brings,  and  by  this 
unknown  servant  of  God  was  led  to  study  the 
Scriptures,  and  found  at  the  feet  of  Christ  that 
which  all  the  schools  and  systems  of  philosophy  had 
been  unable  to  supply.  Henceforth  he  lived  for 
Jesus,  and  Jesus  only  ;  although  still  wearing  his 
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philosopher's  cloak,  he  went  forth  and  proclaimed 
to  all  the  precious  Saviour  he  had  found.  His 
time,  talents,  and  pen  were  devoted  to  his  Lord, 
^nd  for  twenty  years  was  ceaseless  in  his  testimony 
for  Him.  Justin  was  at  last  called  to  suffer  for 
the  doctrines  he  believed  and  taught.  Summoned 
before  Rusticus,  Prefect  of  Rome,  he  triumphantly 
confessed  Christ,  and  refused  to  be  drawn  or 
•driven  from  His  cross.  "  Let  those  who  refuse  to 
■sacrifice  to  the  gods  be  scourged  and  decapita- 
ted," was  the  edict.  This  decree,  however,  did 
not  move  him,  but  with  joy  he  and  his  fellow  con- 
fessors went  to  execution,  rejoicing  that  they  were 
counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  their  Lord.  The 
martyrdom  of  Justin   took   place  about  the  year 

164  A.D. 

The  learning,  sincerity,  and  piety  of  Justin, 
constitute  him  a  most  valuable  witness  to  the 
authenticity  of  our  Gospels  and  Epistles.  He 
was  the  author  of  several  works,  two  only,  how- 
ever, have  come  down  to  us,  but  in  these  he  has 
made  such  numerous  quotations  from  the  four 
•Gospels  (also  most  of  the  Epistles),  that  it  has  been 
well  observed  "  that  a  most  complete  life  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  could  be  extracted  from  them,"  and 
what  is  further  a  most  important  point,  all  his 
many  quotations,  with  two  exceptions,  are  found 
in  our  present  Gospels,  and  were  relied  on  by  him 
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as  the  sole  authority  for  all  Christian  doctrine  and 
practice. 

He  also  states  that  these  authentic  *'  Memoirs 
of  Christ,"  or  "  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  and  their 
Companions,"  who  have  written  the  history  of 
all  things  concerning  our  Saviour  Jesus  Oirist, 
were  'pMicly  read  and  expounded  in  the  Christian 
assemlolies,  whence  it  is  evident  they  were  openly 
known  to  all,  and  not  concealed  from  any  one. 

Justin's  testimony  proves — I.  The  existence  of 
the  four  Gospels,  2.  His  numerous  quotations 
undoubtedly  prove  them  to  be  the  same  as  ours. 
3.  His  writings  show  they  were  universally 
venerated  and  openly  read  by  ALL  the  Christian 
Churches. 

III.  TATIAX. 

Tatian,  172  a.d.,  a  convert  from  heathenism  to 
Christianity,  and  a  follower  of  Justin  Martyr, 
wrote  an  Harmony  of  the  four  Gospels.  Frag- 
ments of  this  work  has  been  preserved  by  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  which  prove  it  was  compiled  from 
the  same  Gospels  as  we  possess,  and  which  were 
then  recognized  as  canonical.  The  identity  of  the 
Gospels  harmonized  by  Tatian  is  further  proved 
by  the  fact  that  a  Greek  manuscript  of  the  Gos- 
pels preserved  in  the  British  Museum  (Codex 
Harleianus,  5647)   contains  a  scholium,  the  object 
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of  which  is  to  support  a  various  reading  by  the 
authority  of  Tatian. 

In  later  years,  after  the  death  of  Justin,  he 
adopted  several  absurd  notions,  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  found  upon  his  interpretation  of  the 
meaning  of  the  text,  which,  however,  do  not  in- 
validate his  testimony  to  the  authenticity  and 
faithfulness  of  the  New  Testament,  which  he  ever 
held  to  be  canonical  and  authentic. 

Tatian's  testimony  is  valuable — 1.  As  showing 
there  were  bat  four  Gospels  received  by  the 
Church  as  inspired.  2.  His  quotations  identify 
them  with  ours. 

IV.    HEGESIPPUS. 

Hegesippus,  a  converted  Jew,  who  flourished 
during  this  period,  bears  testimony  w-hich  is  par- 
ticularly valuable  ;  because,  although  in  his  own 
native  Syrian  Churches  the  doctrine  and  Gospels 
of  the  Lord  were  received,  yet,  nevertheless,  he 
gave  himself  the  self-imposed  task  of  travelling 
into  other  lands  and  visiting  the  various  Churches 
established  there,  to  ascertain  for  himself  whether 
they  were  universally  received  by  all.  As  a  result 
of  his  many  travels  and  diligent  inquiries,  he 
bears  clear  and  distinct  testimony  that  "  in  every 
city  the  same  doctrine  was  taught  which  the  Law, 
and  the   Prophets,  and   the  Lord  teacheth."     By 
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*'  the  Lord^^  it  is  unaiiiinously  conceded  is  meant 
the  New  Testament  Scriptures,  containing  the 
doctrine  and  teaching*  of  Jesus  C/hrist.  Extracts 
from  his  five  works  survive  in  Eusebius'  "  Ecclesi- 
astical History"  which  bear  testimony  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  Gospels,  and  the  perfect 
character  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Hegesippus'  testimony  is  valuable,  because  it 
proves  the  wide  circulation  and  imiversal  accept- 
ance of  our  Gospels  by  all  sections  of  the  Church 
in  both  Asia  and  Europe. 

V.  IREN.EU5. 

Another  important  Witness  belonging  to  this  age 
was  Irenseus,  whose  family  was  of  Greek  extrac- 
tion. Born  about  the  year  130  A. D.,  he  succeeded 
the  aged  martyr  Pothinus  as  chief  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Lyons  in  France,  170  a.d.,  who  also 
sealed  the  testimony  of  Jesus  with  his  blood,  202 
A.D.  This  faithful  witness  of  Christ  enjoyed  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  being  a  disciple  of  Poly- 
carp,  who  was  a  friend  and  disciple  of  the  apostle 
John.  Iren?eus  delighted  to  make  known  to  the 
Christians,  the  teachings,  doctrine,  and  life  of 
Polycarp,  portions  of  which  have  been  preserved 
in  a  letter  written  by  him  to  an  early  companion 
named  Florinus.  He  was  the  author  of  several 
works,  five    of  his   books    being  written  against 
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several  heresies.  In  these  there  are  upwards  of 
400  quotations  from  the  Gospels  alone,  ^0  of 
which  are  from  that  by  the  apostle  John.  He 
also  cites  various  passages  from  12  of  Paul's 
epistles,  and  other  portions  of  the  New  Testament ; 
indeed  his  quotations  from  these  are  "  so  frequent 
■  nd  long,  that  it  has  been  well  remarked 
they  afford  undoubted  evidence  that  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament  which  were 
knovvn  to  the  disciples  of  Polycarp,  are 
the  same  books  which  have  descended  to  the 
present  age."  In  another  part  of  his  writnigs  he 
distinctly  states  there  were  neither  more,  nor  less, 
t\\^n  four  Gospels  and  gives  us  an  account  of  their 
origin  as  follows — "  We  have  not  received  the 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  our  salvation  by  any 
other  than  those  by  whom  the  Gospel  has  been 
brought  to  us  ;  which  Gospel  they  first  preached, 
and  afterwards  by  the  will  of  God  committed  to 
writing,  that  it  may  be  for  time  to  come  the 
foundation,  and  pillar  of  our  faith  ;  for  after  that 
our  Lord  rose  from  the  dead,  and  they  (the 
Apostles)  were  endowed  from  above  with  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  .  .  .  jMatthew 
among  the  Jews  writ  a  Gospel  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, while  Peter  and  Paul  were  preaching  the 
Gospel  at  Rome,  and  founding  a  Church  there,  and 
after     their    exit,     Mark  also    the    disciple    and 
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interpreter  of  Peter,  delivered  to  us  in  writing  the 
things  that  had  been  preached  by  Peter,  and  Luke 
the  companion  of  Paul  put  down  in  a  book  the 
Gospel  preached  by  him  (Paul).  Afterwards,. 
John  the  disciple  of  the  Lord  who  also  leaned 
upon  his  breast,  he  likewise  published  a  Gospel 
while  he  dwelt  at  Ephesus  in  Asia." 

Y)y.  Paley  observes  concerning  Irenseus'  works^ 
''  It  is  most  important  to  note,  that,  though  his 
writings  abound  with  quotations  from  the 
canonical  Scriptures,  there  is  not  one  from  any 
apocryphal  Christian  writing  whatever." 

Iren?eus  further  states  that  in  his  day  all  the- 
Churches  held  the  doctrine  of  the  Apostles  a^ 
sacred,  and  all  rested  alone  upon  the  ^ame  scrip- 
tural foundation  of  truth  ;  also  tijat  his  six  prede- 
cessors (the  first  of  which  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Apostles  themselves)  all  held  in  unbroken 
succession  the  same  Scriptures  as  the  truth  of 
God,  which  collectively  they  designated  the 
"  Divine  Scriptures,"  "  Scriptures  of  the  Lord." 

Considering  the  age  in  which  he  lived — one 
generation  only  from  the  Apostles,  and  that  en- 
tirely bridged  by  the  o/ie  life  of  his  esteemed  friend 
and  tutor  Polycarp,  from  whose  lips  he  received  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  Considering  this,  the 
honesty,  and  integrity  of  his  character  and  the 
sealing  of  his  testimony  by  suffering  and  death,  it 
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would  be  impossible  to  produce  stronger  evidence 
to  the  genuineness  and  faithfulness  of  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures. 


VI. -CLEMENT  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  testimony  of  IrenaBUS  is  supported  by 
Clement  of  Alexandria  w^ho  flourished  about  16 
years  later.  Though  born  in  Paganism  he  was 
an  ardent  searcher  after  truth.  He  visited  the 
most  renowned  cities  of  the  world.  He  studied 
poets  and  philosophers  in  vain  for  that  rest,  which 
every  awakened  human  heart  needs,  but  it  was  not 
until  he  accurately  and  diligently  examined  the 
New  Testament,  and  fully  satisfied  himself  that 
they  were  genuine,  and  of  divine  origin,  that  he 
found  his  long  sought  rest,  as  he  touchingly  states, 
''  In  the  bosom  of  the  Word  of  Life."  Hence- 
forward he  lived  and  laboured  for  the  Christ  who 
had  thus  given  him  such  permanent  and  satisfying 
peace. 

Three  great  works  proceeded  from  his  pen. 
The  Exhortation^  the  Paedagocjus^  or  instructor, 
and  the  Stroniata,  or  Books  of  various  discourses  ; 
in  these  writings  of  Clement,  he  quotes  so  often, 
and  amply  from  the  New  Testament,  that  to  extract 
his  citations  w^ould  fill  a  large  volume.  Clement 
died  peacefully  about  220  a.d. 
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Clements'  testimony  is  valuable,  1.  Because  it 
shows  that  the  dates,  occasions,  circumstances,  and 
facts  of  these  publications  were  fully  enquired  into 
by  him  before  he  accepted  them,  and,  2.  In  harmony 
with  all  the  preceding  witnesses  his  numerous 
quotations  prove  their  sameness  with  oars. 

VII.— TERTULLIAN. 

In  this  chain  of  second  century  Witnesses,  there 
must  be  mentioned  Tertullian,  a  presbyter  of  the 
Church  in  Carthage  in  Africa,  bora  about  160  a.d,. 
died  222  a.d.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Pagan  officer, 
and  educated  in  the  superstition  of  idolatry.  Ter- 
tullian shewing  in  early  age  more  than  average 
mental  powers,   received  the  best  education  of  his 

times,  and  was  specially  trained  for  the  legal  pro- 
fession. 

It  is  unknown  by  whom  he  was  led  to  the 
Saviour  ;  it  must  suffice  for  us  to  know  that  after 
his  public  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus,  he  conse- 
crated all  his  powers  and  talents  for  the  furtherance 
of  His  kingdom,  and  defence  of  His  faith. 

Severe  in  disposition,  and  intolerant  of  the 
weakness  of  many  professors,  he  adopted  the 
ascetic  habits  of  Montanus,  yet  maintaining  the 
evangelical  doctrine  of  the  orthodox.  In  his 
writings,  he  asserts  the  genuineness  and  authenti- 
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city  of  the/o«r  gospels,  and  distinguishes  Matthew 
and  John  as  apostles,  while  he  designates  Mark 
and  Luke  as  apostolic  men  ;  he  maintained  the 
authorit}''  of  their  writings  as  inspired  books,  and 
a?knowledged  by  the  Christian  Church  from  their 
original  date.  His  works  are  filled  with  quotations 
by  Jiame,  from  almost  all  the  writings  of  the  New- 
Testament,  and  expressly  states  that  in  his  day, 
the  Christian  Scriptures  were  open  not  merely  to 
the  Church,  but  also  to  all  the  world  for  their 
inspection. 

TertuUian's  testimony  proves,  1.  That  the  Gos- 
pels were  publicly  known  and  acknowledged  in 
his  day.  2.  His  voluminous  extracts  identify 
them  with  those  we  now  love  and  cherish. 

Melito,  chief  pastor  of  S-irdis,also  bears  similar 
evidence  which  shews  not  only  the  existence  of 
our  Gospels,  but  also  they  were  universally 
accepted  by  all  the  Churches  in  every  part  of  ^,he 
civilized  world. 

Theophilos  of  Antioch,  181  a.d.  ;  Athenagoras 
of  Athens,  180  a.d.,  bear  testimony  to  the  same 
facts,  and  lastly,  not  oinitting  the  atfecting  epistle 
relating  the  persecution  of  the  Churches  of  Lyons 
and  Vienne  in  Gaul,  about  17U  a.d.,  as  preserved 
by  Eusebius,  which  bears  conclusive  evidence  to 
the  sameness  of  their  New  Testament  Scriptures 
with  ours,  and  also   shew  how  the  promises   and 
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consolations  of  this  portion  of  Holy  Writ  was  their 
sole  stay,  and  never-failing  support,  through  the 
terrible  ordeal  of  unheard  torments,  sufferings 
and  martyrdom. 

The  testimony  belonging  to  this  century,  may 
bo  fitly  closed  by  that  of  Quadratus,  117  a.d.,  who 
while  not  bearinor  dived  witness  to  the  existence  of 
the  Gospels,  yet  nevertheless  bears  important 
testimony  to  the  miracles  of  Jesus  in  the  following 
words — "  The  deeds  of  our  Saviour  were  always 
before  you,  for  they  were  true  miracles  ;  those 
that  were  healed,  those  that  were  raised  from 
the  dead,  who  were  seen,  not  only  when  healed 
and  when  raised,  but  were  always  present.  They 
remained  living  a  long  time,  not  onlv  whilst  our 
Lord  was  on  earth,  but  likewise  when  He  had  left 
the  earth  ;  so  that  some  of  them  have  also  lived  to 
our  own  times.^^     Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  iv.  8. 

The  foregoing  Witnesses,  who  flourished  be- 
tween 100  A.D.  and  200  a.d.  conclusively,  prove 
the  following  facts  : — 

I.  That  the  four  Gospels  were  alone  acknow- 
ledged as  genuine  and  authentic. 

II.  The  voluminous  extracts  from  them  prove 
them  substantially  ide^itical  with  ours. 

III.  These  books  were  not  received  by  a  credu- 
lous and  uneducated  people,  but  full  and  exhaustive 
inquiries  were  made   by    learned  and    intelligent 
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men  before  accepting  them  {^ee  Justin,   Clement, 
Tertullian,  etc). 

IV.  That  they  were  extensively  read  and  pub- 
licly circulated  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world 
by  all  sections  of  the  Christian  Church. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

JFi'rst  ^enturn  Cbitimrr. 

AVING  thus  traced  our  New  Testament  to 
[FTr  the  year  100  a.d.,  we  now  proceed  to 
adduce  the  remainmg  link  in  our  chain  of 
evidence,  the  first  century  Witnesses  or  Apostolic 
Fathers,  men  who  were  co-temporary  with  the 
disciples  of  the  Lord,  and  whose  lives  and  labours 
are  interwoven  with  the  authors  of  our  sacred 
books.  This  last  link  in  our  chain  is  admittedly 
most  important,  but,  inasmuch  as  the  Scriptures  of 
the  New  Testament  were  of  so  recent  a  date,  a?  id 
the  companions  of  the  Apostles  could  scarcely 
have  realized  the  immense  importance  of  their 
testimony  to  succeeding  ages,  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  expect  it  to  be  so  full  and  copious  as  later 
writers  ;  yet  they  are  nevertheless  equally  clear 
and  distinct  to  the  existence  and  gemiineness  of  the 
four  Gospels,  and  almost  every  other  book  of  the 
New  Testament, 
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I.  BARNABAS. 

Our  first  Witness  shall  be  Barnabas,  nsually 
identified  as  the  fellow-labourer  and  companion  of 
the  Apostle  Paul  (although  some  modern  critics 
dispute  this  identity),  though  all  allow  the  same 
apostolic  date  to  his  writings.  Barnabas — whether 
Paul's  companion  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose 
we  have  in  view  is  immaterial — Barnabas  was  the 
author  of  an  Epistle  which  bears  his  name,  which 
was  held  in  much  esteem  by  the  early  Church, 
and  which  is  still  extant.  In  this  work  he  cites 
expressions  which  are  found  in  the  Gospel  by 
Matthew,  as  chap.  ix.  13;  x.  42  ;  one  in  particular 
introducing  it  with  the  formula,  "  It  is  written," 
Matt.  xxii.  14,  and  which  must  have  been  quoted 
from  Matthew's  Gospel,  for  it  occurs  in  no  other 
book  then  extant.  He  also  gives  the  exact  words 
of  various  texts  from  the  New  Testament,  while 
his  phrases  and  reasonings  are  so  like  the  Apostle 
Paul  as  to  compel  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
familiar  with  his  writings. 

From  internal  evidence  it  is  proved  that 
Barnabas'  Epistle  was  written  just  after  the  des- 
truction of  Jerusalem,  70  a.d.,  but  during  the 
calamities  which  followed. 

That  Barnabas's  Epistle  is  genuine,  and  not  a 
later  manufactured  prop  to  support  the  existence 
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of  the  Gospels  at  that  date,  is  proved  by  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  194  a.d.  ;  Origen,  230  a.d.,  and 
others,  who  also  state  that  while  it  was  well 
known  and  read  by  the  Christian  Church,  was, 
nevertheless,  not  accounted  any  part  of  Holy 
Scripture. 

The  following  passages  selected  from  Barnabas' 
writings  will  enable  the  reader  to  apprehend  that 
he  undoubtedly  quotes  from  the  synoptical  Gospels 
(which,  of  course,  prove  their  existence  about  the 
year  70  a.d.),  and  further,  that  he  also  fully 
understood  and  appreciated  the  sacrificial  and 
atoning  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  gratefully 
acknowledged  Him  to  be  the  Son  of  Grod. 

The  absence  of  direct  quotations  from  John's 
Gospel  goes  to  show  the  late  publication  of  that 
book,  although  the  spiritual  teachings  of  that 
Gospel  are  abundantly  manifest  in  Barnabas' 
work,  which  evidently  refute  the  subtle  and 
specious  theory  of  modern  sceptics,  who  falsely 
assert  that  the  fourth  Gospel  is  a  gnostic  or 
philosophical  outgrowth  of  the  earlier  ones. 

Thus  in  his  Epistle  he  uses  the  following 
language  (chap.  iv.  and  v.)  : — "  Let  us  beware 
lest  we  be  found  fulfilling  that  saying  as  it  is 
written,  '  Many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen  " 
(Matt.  XX.  10).  For  to  this  end  the  Lord  en- 
dured to  deliver  up  His  flesh  to  corruption,  that 
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we  misht  be  sanctified  throush  the  remission  of 
sins,  which  is  effected  by  His  'blood  of  sprinkling* 
.  .  .  and  the  Scripture  saith  thus,  '  He  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised  for 
our  iniquities  ;  with  His  stripes  we  are  healed. 
He  was  brought  as  a  sheep  to  the  slaughter,  and 
as  a  lamb  which  is  dumb  before  its  shearer.' 
Therefore,  we  ought  to  be  deeply  grateful  to  the 
Lord,  because  He  has  both  made  known  to  us 
things  that  are  past,  and  hath  given  us  wisdom 
concerning  things  present,  and  hath  not  left  us 
without  understanding  in  regard  to  things  which 
are  to  come.  .  .  .  When  He  chose  His  own 
Apostles,  who  were  to  preach  His  Gospel,  He  did 
so  from  amono:  those  who  were  sinners  above  all 
sin,  that  He  might  show  He  came  ^  not  to  call  the 
righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance'  (Matt,  ix  13 
Mark  ii.  17  ;  Luke  v.  32).  Then  He  manifested 
Himself  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  For  it  He  had; 
not  come  in  the  flesh,  how  could  men  have  been 
saved  by  beholding  Him  ?  " 


II.   CLEMENT   OF   ROME. 

Another  first  century  and  Apostolic  Witness  is 
Clement  of  Tiome.  This  man  was  born  and  trained 
in   Pagan   idolatry,  was  converted   in   early  man- 
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hood  to  Christianity,  and   greatly  esteemed  for  his 
learning  and  piety.     He  was  a  fiiend  and  fellow- 
labourer  of  the  Apostle   Paul  (Phil.  iv.  3),  and  in 
the  later  years  of  his  life  was  called  to  the   chief 
pastorate  of  the  Church  at  Eome,  91  to  100  a.d. 
He  wrote  an  Epistle  to  heal  dissensions  which  had 
arisen  in  the  Corinthian  Church.     This  work  was 
widely  known  and  valued  in   the  earliest  times. 
In  several   passages   Clement  quotes  the   precise 
words  of  Christ,  exactly  as  recorded  in  the  Gospels, 
and  agreeably  to  the   usage   of  the  times  which 
then  generally  prevailed,  without  definitely  stating 
them   to  be  quotations,  e.g,^  Matt.  v.  7  ;  vii.  1,  2 ; 
xviii.  6 ;  or  Luke   vi.   37-8  ;  xvii.  2,   although  he 
introduces  some  with  the  expression,  ^'  Remember 
the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus."     That  he  and  his 
correspondents  were  familiar  with  some  at  least  of 
the  Epistles  is  proved  by  his  words,  "Take  into  your 
hand  the  Epistle  of  the  blessed  Apostle  Paul,"  etc. 
He  also  cites  passages  from   most  of  the  Epistles, 
which  unquestionably  prove  their  existence  in  his 
day. 

That  the  Scriptures  he  quotes  are  identical  with 
ours  is  proved  by  many  of  his  statements,  e.g.^  the 
Lord  Jesus  he  declar<;s  to  be  "  the  Manifestation, 
Power,  and  Son  of  God,"  as  "  pouring  out  His 
blood  for  man's  salvation,"  as  "  rising  from  the 
dead,  and  being  in  His  resurrection  the  first-fruits 
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of  them  that  sleep,"  and  uses  as  an  incentive  to 
holiness  His  "  reappearing  to  give  to  every  man 
accordino;  to  his  work."  He  also  testifies  to  the 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  upon  man,  and  also  in- 
fluencing and  guiding  the  Writers  of  Holy  Writ. 

The  Lord  Jesus  was  to  Clement  more  than  a 
mere  deceased  historical  teacher.  He  was  a  real 
living  Saviour,  and  his  deep  appreciation  of  His 
person,  work,  and  worth  is  beautifully  exhibited 
in  the  following  glowing  heart-burning  words 
'*  Behold  "  writes  Clement  "  the  way  of  salvation, 
Christ  Jesus  the  High  Priest  of  our  Sacrifice,  the 
Comforter  and  Strength  of  our  weakness.  Through 
Him  we  rise  to  sit  in  heavenly  places.  He  unveils 
to  us  His  face,  glorious  in  holiness  ;  by  Him  the 
eyes  of  our  heart  are  opened  .  .  .  God  has 
been  pleased  to  reveal  to  us  in  Him  the  excellent 
orlory  of  His  Majesty,  He  being  so  much  higher 
than  the  angels,  as  He  hath  by  inheritance  a  more 
excellent  name  than  they." 

In  his  genuine  epistle  he  also  in  chap.  xiii. 
writes  as  follows — "  being  specially  mindful  of 
the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  which  he  spake, 
teaching  us  meekness  and  long  suffering.  For 
thus  He  spoke  ;  "  Be  ye  merciful  that  ye  may 
obtain  mercy  ;  forgive  that  it  may  be  forgiven  to 
you  ;  as  ye  do,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  you  ;  as  ye 
judge,  so  shall  ye  be  judged  ;  as  ye  are  kind,  so 
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shall  kindness  be  shown  to  you  ;  with  what 
measure  ye  mete,  with  the  same  shall  it  be 
measured  to  you"  (Matt.  vi.  12-15;  Luke  vi. 
36-38). 

Again,  in  chap,  xlvi.,  Clement  writes: — "Re- 
member the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  He 
said,  'Woe  to  that  man  by  whom  offence  come  ! 
It  were  better  for  him  that  he  had  never  been 
born,  than  that  he  should  cast  a  stumbling-block 
before  one  of  My  elect.  Yea,  it  were  better  for 
him  that  a  millstone  should  be  hung  about  his 
neck,  and  he  should  be  sunk  in  the  depths  of  the 
sea,  than  that  he  should  cast  a  stumbling-block 
before  one  of  my  little  ones '  (Matt,  xviii.  6 ;  Mark 
ix.  42  ;  Luke  xvii.  2)." 

That  Clement  experimentally  understood  and 
enjoyed  the  love  of  God  through  the  atonement  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  is  manifest  from  chap.  xlix. — 
"  Who  can  describe  the  blessed  bond  of  the  love 
of  God  ?  What  man  ia  able  to  tell  the  excellence 
of  its  beauty  as  it  ought  to  be  told  ?  The  height 
to  which  love  exalts  is  unspeakable.  Love  unites 
us  to  God.  'Love  covers  a  multitude  of  sins' 
(James  v.  20).  ...  In  love  has  the  Lord 
taken  us  to  Himself.  On  account  of  the  love  He 
bore  us,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  gave  His  blood  for 
us  by  the  will  of  God  ;  His  flesh  for  our  flesh,  and 
His  soul  for  our  souls." 
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The  value  of  Clement's  testimony  is  : — 

1.  His  quotations  from  the  synoptical  Gospels 
(Matthew,  Mark,  Luke)  conclusively  prove  their 
existence  in  his  day,  and  of  course  his  citations 
from  most  of  the  Epistles  also  prove  the  same. 

2.  His  clear  Evangelical  statements  of  the 
fundamental  truths  of  our  faith,  conclusively  prove 
the  identity  of  his  New  Testament  with  ours,  e.g., 
the  Divinity,  atonement,  resurrection,  ascension, 
and  ever-living  Priesthood  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
The  inspiration  and  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  Comforter.  Salvation  and  justification  by 
grace,  through  faith,  and  consequent  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  children  of 
God. 

That  Clement's  genuine  Epistle  (which  alone  is 
used  in  the  foregoing  remarks)  is  not  a  forgery  of 
a  later  date,  is  abundantly  shown  by  various 
writers  of  the  first  and  second  centuries,  who  refer 
to  it;  for  example — Polycarp  mentions  it  only  a  few 
years  after  its  date  ;  Dionysius  of  Corinth,  170  a.d., 
who  states  it  was  used  in  the  Church  from  ancient 
times  ;  Irena3us,  200  a.d.,  also  attests  the  authen- 
ticity of  Clement's  Epistle,  and  declares  that  it 
was  '*  written  by  Clement,  who  had  the  preaching 
of  the  Apostles  still  sounding  in  his  ears." 
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III.  HERMAS. 

Hennas,  another  Apostolic  Father,  who  was  co- 
temporary  with,  and  friend  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
(Rom.  xvi.  4j,  wrote  a  work  in  three  books,  called 
'•  The  Pastor,"  which  was  widely  read  (probably 
more  so  than  aiij'-  other  early  book)  and  greatly 
esteemed  by  the  primitive  Church.  It  is  written 
ia  a  mystical  and  visionary  style,  and  has  fre- 
quently been  likened  to  our  "Pilgrim's  Prograss." 
I  hive  failed  to  note  any  distinct  stated  quotations 
from  the  Gospels,  yet,  nevertheless,  there  are 
numerous  phrases  and  allusions  which  fully  con- 
vince and  satisfy  me  that  the  writer  was  familiar 
with  the  New  Testament,  e.g.,  the  parable  of  the 
"Seed"  sown  (Matt,  xiii),  confessing  and  denying 
Christ  (Luke  xii.  8,  9  ;  also  Matt,  xxviii.  18 ;: 
Luke  xvi.  8  ;  John  x.  7-9  ;  John  xiv.  6  ;  and 
other  places. 

That  Hermas  was  its  writer,  and  not  the  pro- 
duction of  a  later  age,  is  abundantly  proved  by 
Irenseus,  178  a.d.  ;  Clement  of  Alexandria,  194 
A.D. ;  Origen,  and  others. 

In  the  followinor  extract  from  the  "  Pastor," 
there  is  an  evident  allusion  to  the  Gospel  byjohn: — 

"  If,  then,  you  cannot  enter  into  the  city  except 
through  its  gate,  so  in  like  manner  a  man  cannot 
otherwise  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  than  by 
the  name  of  His  Son     .     .     .     the    sate  is  the 
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Son    of  God.     This   is   the    one   entrance  to    the 
Lord.     In  no  other  way,  then,  shall  any  one  enter 
in,  except  throuorh  the  Son"  (Simile  9). 
IV.— IGNATIUS, 

Our  next  Witness  belonging  to  the  Apostolic 
age  is  Ignatius,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  a  native  of 
Galilee,  born  about  the  year  26  a.d.,  and  was  a 
^'  little  child  "  during  our  Lord's  ministry  ;  mar- 
tyred 107  or  116  A.D.  This  illustrious  man  en- 
joyed the  unspeakable  privilege  of  passing  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  very  surroundings  and 
company  of  those  who  had  often  seen  and  heard 
the  Lord.  Converted  to  Christ  in  early  manhood, 
he  became  attached  to  the  Apostle  John  as  his 
companion  and  disciple,  and  remained  in  constant 
intercourse  with  him  until  called  to  the  Pastorate 
of  the  Church  of  Antioch  (less  than  40  years  after 
the  Lord's  ascension),  which  important  position  he 
faithfully  occupied  for  nearly  50  years,  and  wit- 
nessed at  last  to  the  truth  and  faithfulness  of  the 
Gospel  he  preached,  and  the  Christ  he  so  really 
loved,  by  a  cruel  martyr's  death. 

He  wrote  several  Epistles  which  are  accounted 
*^  cjenuiney'  of  which  there  are  two  versions, 
the  '^  shorter  "  and  the  **  lonorer,"  also  three  in  the 
Syriac  language. 

The  '•  longer  "  is  questioned  by  most  sceptics, 
probably  on  account  of  its  numerous  quotations 
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from  the  New  Testament.  That  I  may  err  on  the 
side  of  truth  and  v^eracity,  any  evidence  I  may 
adduce  will  he  found  in  the  ''  shorter "  and 
^*  Syriac  "  versions  only. 

In  these  Epistles,  Ignatius  quotes  all  the  Gos- 
pels (as  Matt.  iii.  15  ;  x.  16  ;  Mark  xiv.  3  ;  Luke 
xxiv.  39;  John  iii.  8,  and  so  forth),  and  cites  or 
alludes  to  most  of  the  hooks  of  the  New  Testament. 

The  doctrines  and  teachinors  contained  in  his 
writings  are  identical  in  substance  with  our 
evangelical  records. 

He  describes  the  Lord  as  Messiah  and  man's 
only  hope  for  eternity,  that  He  died  for  man's 
sins,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  rose  again 
for  their  justification  ;  that  He  fills  heaven  and 
earth  with  His  presence,  and  dwells  in  the  heart 
as  the  life  and  strength  of  all  who  believe. 

In  several  passages  Ignatius  appeals  to  the 
GDSPELS  as  his  authority  for  various  precepts,  e.g., 
*'  Ye  ought  to  hearken  to  the  prophets,  but 
especially  the  Gospel  in  which  the  Passion  has 
been  manifested  to  us  and  the  resurrection 
proved."  Here  the  "  Gospel "  evidently  means 
the  memoirs  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  as  written  by  the 
Evangelists. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  this  holy  man 
was  occupied  in  telling  out  by  lip  and  pen  the 
Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.    At  last  the  end  came. 
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The  Emperor  Trajan,  on  his  way  to  war,  halting 
with  his  legions  at  Antioch,  suffered  great  injury 
and  loss  from  an  earthquake.  This  calamity  was 
laid  at  the  door  of  the  Christians,  and  Ignatius, 
as  their  leader,  was  apprehended  and  condemned 
to  be  taken  to  Rome,  and  cast  to  the  wild  beasts. 

This  sentence,  however,  did  not  intimidate  or 
terrify  Ignatius.  His  reply  was:  *^I  thank  Thee, 
O  Lord,  Who  has  thus  condescended  to  honour 
me  with  Thy  love,  and  thought  me  worthy  as 
Thine  Apostle  Paul  to  go  to  Rome  in  chains." 

At  the  advanced  age  of  80,  this  noble  man, 
chained  to  ten  Roman  soldiers,  "  whom  kindness 
rendered  only  more  cruel,"  was  taken  to  Rome  to 
suffer  martyrdom.  While  the  vessel  he  sailed  in 
halted  at  Smyrna,  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  spend- 
ing some  days  or  weeks  in  the  company  of  Poly- 
carp  and  other  Christians,  writing  those  letters 
which  have  come  down  to  us,  and  which  are  so 
full  of  the  Jesus  he  so  long  and  fully  served. 

Arriving  at  Rome  towards  the  close  of  the 
public  games,  he  was  hurried  to  the  amphitheatre, 
where  the  wild  beasts  let  loose  upon  him  quickly 
did  their  work.  So  passed  to  glory  this  faithful 
Christian  pastor,  fully  rejoicing  in  the  once  cruci- 
fied but  now  risen  Lord,  and  resting  only  upon 
the  Rock  of  His  finished  work,  the  Gospel  he  had 
tested  for  over  50  years. 
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That  Ignatius'  writings  belong  to  the  Apos- 
tolic age,  is  conclusively  proved  by  Irenseus,  170 
A.D.,  Origen,  230  a.d.,  and  other  early  authors. 

Ignatius'  testimony  is  valuable. 

1.  His  references  to  the  Gospels  of  Matthew, 
Mark, Luke  and  John, also  other  parts  of  New  Testa- 
ment, clearly  demonstrate  their  existetice  in  his 
day. 

2.  The  full  harmony  and  concord  of  the  doc- 
trines as  preserved  in  his  writings,  with  the 
Evangelical  teaching  of  our  times,  demonstrate 
the  identity  of  his  Scriptures  with  ours. 

3.  His  testimony  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
peculiar  opportunities  he  enjoyed  in  spending  his 
youth  and  boyhood  exactly  where  Jesus  lived  and 
worked  only  a  few  years  previous,  his  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Apostle  John,  and 
lastly,  his  proved  sincerity  by  a  long  and  un- 
wearied life,  crowned  at  last  by  a  faithful  martyr's 
death. 

The  following  passages  from  Ignatius' "genuine  " 
Epistle  (shorter  version)  to  the  Ephesians,  shows 
he  was  familiar  with  the  Gospels  :  "  For  to  this 
end  did  the  Lord  suffer  the  ointment  to  be  poured 
upon  His  head  that  He  might  breathe  immortality 
into  His  Church  "  ;  and  also  in  his  Epistle  to  the 
Trallians,  chap,  ix.,  he  writes  as  follows  :  ''  Stop 
your  ears,  therefore,  when  any  one  speaks  to  you 
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at  variance  with  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  descended 
from  David,  and  was  also  of  Mary  ;  who  was 
truly  born,  and  did  eat  and  drink.  He  was  truly 
persecuted  under  Pontius  Pilate ;  he  was  truly 
crucified  and  truly  died,  in  the  sight  of  beings  in 
heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth. 
He  was  also  truly  raised  from  the  dead,  His  Father 
quickening  Him,  even  as  after  the  same  manner 
His  Father  will  so  raise  up  us  who  believe  in  Him 
by  Jesas  Christ,  apart  from  whom  we  do  not  pos- 
sess the  true  life." 

That  Ignatius  was  familiar  with  .John's  Gospel 
is  manifest  thus  :  *'  My  love  has  been  crucified, 
and  there  is  no  fire  in  me  desiring  to  be  fed ;  but 
there  is  within  me  a  water  that  liveth  and  speaketh 
(comp.  John  iv.  14),  saying  to  me  inwardly,  come 
to  the  Father.  I  have  no  delight  in  corruptible 
food,  nor  in  the  pleasures  of  this  life.  I  desire 
the  bread  of  God,  the  heavenly  bread,  the  br3ad 
of  life,  which  is  the  flesh  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  who  became  afterwards  of  the  seed  of 
David  an  J  Abraham  ;  and  I  desire  the  drink  of 
God,  namely  His  blood,  which  is  incorruptible 
blood  and  eternal  life  "  (comp.  John  vi.  54-56), 
epistle  to  Romans,  chap.  vii.  Again,  in  his 
Epistle  to  the  Smyrnaeans,  chap.  i.  and  ii.,  '^  For 
I  have  observed  that  ye  are  perfected  in  an  im- 
moveable faith,  as  if  ye  were  nailed  to  the  cross  of 
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our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  in  the  flesh  and  in  the 
spirit,  and  are  established  in  love  through  the 
blood  of  Christ,  being  fully  persuaded  with  respect 
to  oar  Lord,  that  He  was  truly  the  seed  of  David 
accordino-  to  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  God,  accordinor 
to  the  will  and  power  of  God  ;  that  He  was  truly 
born  of  a  virgin,  was  baptized  by  John,  "  in  order 
that  all  righteousness  miorht  be  fulfilled  bv  Him  " 
(Matt.  iii.  15),  and  was  truly,  under  Pontius 
Pilate  and  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  nailed  to  the  cross 
for  us  in  His  flesh.  .  .  .  Now  He  suffered  all 
these  thinors  for  our  sakes  that  we  might  be  saved. 
And  He  suffered  truly,  even  as  also  He  truly 
raised  up  Himself.  .  .  .  For  I  know  that 
after  His  resurrection  also  He  was  still  possessed 
of  flesh,  and  1  believe  that  He  is  so  now\  When, 
for  instance.  He  came  to  those  who  were  with 
Peter,  He  said  to  them,  "  Lay  hold,  handle  Me, 
and  see  that  I  am  not  an  incorporeal  spirit  (Luke 
xxiv.  39).  And  immediately  they  touched  Him 
and  believed,  being  convinced  both  by  His  flesh 
and  spirit.  For  this  cause,  also,  they  despised 
death  and  were  found  its  conquerors.  And  after 
His  resurrection  He  did  eat  and  drink  with  them, 
as  being  possessed  of  flesh,  although  spiritually 
He  was  united  to  the  Father.'' 

v.— POLYCARP. 
Our  fifth  Apostolic  Witness  is   Polycarp,  who, 
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like  Ignatius,  was  an  immediate  friend  and  disciple 
of  the  Apostle  John  ;  he,  too,  had  conversed  with 
many  who  had  seen  and  heard  the  Lord.  On 
account  of  his  intelligence  and  piety  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Apostle  John  chief  Pastor  of  the 
Church  at  Smyrna,  which  important  office  he 
filled  for  many  years,  and  finally  sealed  by  blood 
his  testimony  for  Jesus  and  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel^  about  the  year  160  a.d. 

He  was  the  author  of  several  works,  but  one 
only  has  come  down  to  us  ;  but  in  this  there  are 
no  less  than  40  quotations  from  different  books  of 
the  New  Testament,  including  Matthew,  Luke, 
Acts,  ten  of  Paul's  Epistles,  1  Peter,  1  John  ; 
these  various  extracts  plainly  showing  not  only 
their  existenre,  but  the  sameness  of  his  New  Testa- 
ment with  ours.  It  also  appears  from  Polycarp's 
wTitings  that  the  various  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment were  collectively  designated  the  *'  Holy 
Scriptures." 

Poly  carp  was  a  native  of  Smyrna,  and  in  early 
life  was  a  humble  slave,  but  under  the  teaching  of 
his  pious  mistress  was  led  to  understand  and 
embrace  the  Gospel.  Soon  after  his  conversion 
he  became  an  Evanorelist.  Whilst  thus  ensacjed, 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  Apostle  John,  and 
enjoyed  the  immense  privilege  of  receiving  much 
instruction  and  encouragemenc  from  him.     It  was 
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the  delight  of  the  beloved  disciple  to  make  him 
familiar  with  the  teachings  and  facts  of  the  Lord's 
life  and  ministry,  and  as  the  fruits  of  such  peculiar 
privilege  and  instruction,  Polycarp  was  enabled 
by  life,  lip,  and  pen  to  earnestly  and  fearlessly 
proclaim  the  Gospel  he  himself  had  so  fiivourably 
received.  But  this  faithful  witnessino-  for  Jesus 
brought  its  usual  earthly  reward — suffering,  loss, 
reproach,  and  ultimately  death. 

During  a  furious  outbreak  of  persecution  against 
the  Christians,  he  was  apprehended  and  charged 
with  being  a  leader  of  the  hated  community,  and 
condemned  to  be  burnt.  For  %^  years  he  had 
known  and  served  his  Lord,  whom  nothing  could 
lead  him  to  deny.  With  a  firm  step,  the  aged 
saint  ascended  the  pile  as  a  prince  his  throne,  and 
while  the  executioners  fired  the  stake,  he  burst 
forth  in  the  following  sublime  and  thrilling  praise 
and  prayer  :  *'  Lord  God  Almighty,  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  blessed  and  beloved  Son, 
through  whom  we  have  received  the  grace  of 
knowing  Thee  ...  I  bless  Thee  for  ha  vino- 
brought  me  to  this  hour,  that  I  may  be  among 
Thy  martyrs,  and  drink  the  cup  of  my  Lord 
Jesus    Christ  to  rise   to   eternal    life.     .     .  I 

bless  Thee,  I  glorify  Thee,  through  the  eternal 
High  Priest,  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  beloved  Son,  with 
whom  to  Thyself,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost  be  glory 
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both  now  and  for  ever.  Amen."  Thus  this 
Witness  Polycarp  sealed  his  lengthened  testimony 
of  80  years,  attesting  by  his  blood  to  the  Gospel 
truths  received  from  the  inspired  lips  of  John 
himself,  being  fully  assured  that  the  Christ  he 
served  and  the  Gospel  he  preached  were  living 
realities,  and  not  misty  or  legendary  fictions  of  a 
preceding  age. 

We  gather  from  this  man's  testimony  the  fol- 
lowing points  : — 

1.  The  numerous  quotations  in  his  writings 
from  the  New  Testament  incontestably  prove 
their  existence  in  his  day. 

2.  The  variety  and  number  of  citations  satis- 
factorily demonstrate  their  sameness  with  ours. 

3.  The  period  in  which  he  lived,  the  inspired 
source  from  which  most  of  his  information  was 
obtained,  his  extended  length  of  service  and 
willing  martyr's  death,  stamp  Polycarp's  testi- 
mony with  irresistible  weight  and  convincing 
power. 

The  following  extracts  from  Polycarp's  Epistle, 
chap,  ii.,  will  confirm  our  preceding  statements. 
Thus  he  writes  :  ''  By  grace  ye  are  saved,  not  of 
works,  but  by  the  will  of  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Wherefore,  girding  up  your  loins,  serve 
the  Lord  in  fear  and  truth,  as  those  who  have 
forsaken   the  vain,   empty   talk  and    error  of  the 
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multitude,  and  '  believed  in  Him  who  raised  up 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead  and  gave 
Him  glory  (1  Peter  i.  21),  and  a  throne  at  His 
right  hand.  To  Him  all  things  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  are  subject.  Him  every  spirit  serves.  He 
comes  as  the  Judge  of  the  living  and  the  dead. 
His  blood  will  God  require  of  those  who  do  not 
believe  in  Him.  But  He  who  raised  Him  up  from 
the  dead  will  raise  up  us  also  if  we  do  His  v;ill 
and  walk  in  His  commandments,  and  love  what 
He  loved,  keeping  ourselves  from  all  unrighteous- 
ness, coveteousness,  love  of  money,  evil  speakings 
false  witness;  'not  rendering  evil  tor  evil,  nor 
railing  for  railing  (1  Peter  iii.  9),  or  blow  for 
blow,  or  cursing  for  cursing,  bat  being  mindful 
of  what  the  Lord  said  in  His  teaching,  *  Judge 
not,  that  ye  be  not  judged  ;  forgive,  and  it  shall 
be  forgiven  you  ;  be  merciful,  that  ye  may  obtain 
mercy  ;  with  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be 
measured  to  you  again '  (Matt.  vii.  1,  2 ;  Luke  vL 
36,  37) ;  and  once  more,  '  Blessed  are  the  poor, 
and  those  that  are  persecuted  for  righteousness 
sake,  for  their's  is  the  Kingdom  of  God  '  "  (Matt, 
iii.  10). 

VI.  DIOGNETUS'  EPISTLE. 

Our   final  Witness  belonging  to   the  Apostolic 
age,  is  a  beautiful  composition  generally  known  as^ 
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Diognetub'  Epistle,  written  by  an  Apostolic  man  who 
describes  himself  as  a  "  disciple  of  the  Apostles," 
and  who  speaks  of  Christianity  as  a  "  new  "  thing 
just  introduced  among  men.  The  object  of  the 
writer  is  to  instruct  the  inquiring  Diognetus  in 
the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  in 
doing  so,  especially  dilates  upon  the  grace  and 
love  of  God  in  sendinor  pjig  Son  to  be  the  Saviour 
of  men,  and  in  a  simple  and  artless  manner, 
sweetly  explains  His  atoning  work  upon  the  Cross, 
while  the  numerous  offices  sustained  by  the  Lord 
Jesus  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  His  Church, 
are  enumerated  in  a  flowing  stream  of  expressive 
and  endearing  terms.  The  writer  describes  the  joy, 
peace,  and  blessedness  of  the  true  believer  in  rich 
and  glowing  language,  while  the  unique  position 
of  the  Christian  as  a  pilgrim  and  yet  as  a  citizen 
of  this  world,  is  clearly  set  forth  ;  and  their 
peculiar  habits  and  practices  in  contrast  to  the 
heathen  world  are  fully  detailed. 

In  Diognetus'  Epistle  there  are  quotations  and 
allusions  to  the  Gospels  by  Matthew  and  John, 
also  various  Epistles  which  furnish  undoubted 
evidence,  not  only  of  their  existence,  but  also  that 
they  were  substantially  the  same  as  ours,  while 
the  statements  made  by  the  writer  in  the  various 
chapters  of  his  book,  agree  in  a  remarkable 
juanner  with  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Evan- 
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gelical  Church.  The  tollowing  extracts  from  the 
Epistle  to  Diognetius,  chap.  v.  and  vi.,  will 
prove  the  foregoing  statements,  and,  as  will  be 
seen,  he  describes  the  manner  and  habits  of  the 
Christians  in  New  Testament  language  :  "  They 
dwell  in  their  own  countries,  but  simply  as 
sojourners.  .  .  .  They  have  a  common  table, 
but  not  a  common  bed.  They  are  in  the  flesh, 
but  do  not  live  after  the  flesh  (2  Cor.  x.  3).  They 
pass  their  days  on  earth,  but  they  are  citizens  of 
heaven  (Phil,  iii,  20).  They  obey  the  prescribed 
laws,  and  at  the  same  time  surpass  the  laws  by 
their  lives.  .  .  .  They  are  poor,  yet  make 
many  rich  (2  Cor.  vi.  10)  ;  they  are  in  lack  of  all 
things,  yet  abound  in  all  ;  they  are  dishonoured  ^ 
yet  in  their  dishonour  are  glorified.  They  are 
evil  spoken  of,  and  yet  are  justified  ;  they  are  re- 
viled, and  bless  (2  Cor.  iv.  12).  .  .  .  And 
Christians  dwell  in  the  worki,  and  yet  are  not  of 
the  world"  (John  xvii.  11-16). 

Ao;ain,  the  following  extract  shows  that  the 
writer  fully  understood  and  appreciated  the  New 
Testament  doctrine  of  Substitution  and  Atonement-, 
^'  He  Himself  took  on  Him  the  burden  of  our 
iniquities.  He  gave  His  own  Son  as  a  ransom  for 
us,  the  Holy  One  for  transgressors,  the  blameless 
One  for  the  wicked,  the  righteous  One  for  the 
unrighteous,    the    incorruptible  One  for  the  cor- 
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ruptible,  the  immortal  One  for  them  that  are 
mortal.  For  what  other  thing  was  capable  of 
coverino-  our  sins  than  His  righteousness  ?  By 
what  other  one  was  it  possible  that  we,  the  wicked 
and  ungodly,  could  be  justified  than  by  the  only 
Son  of  God  ?  0  sweet  exchange  !  O  misearch- 
able  operation  I  0  benefits  surpassing  all  expecta- 
tion I  that  the  wickedness  of  the  many  should  be 
hid  in  a  sinorle  riohteous  One,  and  that  the 
righteousness  of  One  should  justify  many  trans- 
gressors I  Having,  therefore,  convinced  us  in  the 
former  time  that  our  nature  was  unable  to  attain 
unto  life,  and  having  now  revealed  the  Saviour  who 
is  able  to  save  even  those  thinos  which  it  was 
(formerly)  impossible  to  save  ;  by  both  these  facts 
He  desired  to  lead  us  to  trust  in  His  kindness,  to 
esteem  Him  our  Nourisher,  Father,  Teacher, 
Councillor,  Healer,  our  Wisdom,  Light,  Hon  our 
Glory,  Power,  and  Life,  so  that  we  should  not  be 
anxious  concerning  clothing  and  food  (Matt.  vi. 
25).  .  .  .  How  will  ye  love  Him  who  has 
first  so  loved  you  ?   (1  John  iv.  19)." 

As  the  testimony  belonging  to  the  Apostolic  age 
is  admittedly  of  such  vital  importance,  it  is  im- 
perative that  the  evidence  previously  adduced 
should  be  briefly  but  carefully  reviewed  (even  at 
the  risk  of  repetition),  and  a  strict  analysis  made 
of  the  quotations  which  have  been   cited,  so  that 
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we  may  see  whether  our   Gospels  are  quoted  in 
these  ancient  writings  or  otherwise. 

In  the  attempt  to  identify  the  particular  Gospel 
quoted  by  the  several  authors,  we  are  somewhat 
baffled  by  the  fact  that  the  synoptical  Evangelists, 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  to  a  large  extent, 
record  precisely  the  same  events  and  teachings  of 
the  Lord,  and  frequently  with  the  closest  verba] 
exactness  ;  thus  rendering  it  manifestly  impossible 
in  such  instance  to  identify  which  particular 
Gospel  the  writer  is  quoting  in  his  work. 

In  analyzing  the  testimony  of  Barnabas,  we 
find  he  irpeatedlij  quotes  passages  from  the  Gospel 
by  Matthew  wholly  peculiar  to  that  book,  and  also 
several  which  are  found  in  all  the  synoptical 
ones  ;  in  addition,  he  most  clearly  alludes  to  and 
adopts  passages  from  the  Gospel  by  John. 

Clement  likewise  frequently  quotes  Matthew, 
also  passages  which  are  recorded  by  all  the  first 
three  Evangelists.  With  reference  to  John's 
Gospel,  1  have  found  no  direct  quotations  from 
that  book,  althouoh  Clement's  writino;s  are  satic- 
rated  with  the  spirit,  tone,  and  doctrine  of  the 
Fourth  Gospel,  without,  however,  an  exact  verbal 
quotation.  Indeed,  in  my  judgment,  he  is  by  far 
of  all  the  Apostolic  Fathers  the  most  like  the 
Christ  of  John's  Gospel. 

Hennas,    in    his   allegorical    work,    manifestly 
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alludes  to  all  the  Gospels,  except,  perhaps,  Mark's  ; 
he  uses  expressions  not  found  in  any  other  ancient 
manuscript,  only  in  our  Gospels  which  satisfies  us, 
he  was  familiar  with  them. 

Ignatius  in  his  genuine  work  reproduces  various 
passages  from  all  the  synoptical  Gospels,  also  un- 
questionably cites  John.  He  has  one  passage 
peculiar  to  Luke  (chap.  xxiv.  39). 

Polj/carp  also  quotes  all  the  synoptical  Gospels, 
although  I  have  failed  to  note  a  direct  citation 
from  John  ;  but  while  they  may  he  no  exact 
quotation,  yet,  nevertheless,  the  sjnrit  of  John's 
Gospel  pervades  his  writings  to  such  an  extent  as 
to    compel    the    conclusion    that    he    was  familiar 

with  it. 

The  Epistle  to  Dior/netus  contains  direct  allu- 
sions to  Matthew's  Gospel,  and  very  many  to  that 
by  John,  whose  Gospel  was  evidently  a  very 
favourite  study  of  that  writer. 

The  following  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the 
Gospels  quoted  or  alluded  to  by  various  Christian 
authors  of  the  Apostolic  age. 


Matt. 

Mark 

Luke 

John 

Ear  nab  as 

Quo. 

Ouo. 

Quo. 

Alius. 

Clement 

Quo. 

Quo. 

Quo. 

Hermas 

Alius. 

Alius. 

Alius. 

Ignatius 

Quo. 

Quo. 

(^uo. 

Quo. 

Polycarp 

Quo. 

Quo. 

Quo. 

Diognetus 

(>uo. 

Quo. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Identical  WiitntBBt^. 

AVING  adduced  the  evidence  of  Christian 
writers  belono-ino-  to  the  first  three  cen- 
turies,  attesting  the  existence,  authenticity, 
and  genuineness  of  the  Gospels,  we  now  proceed 
to  examine  what  the  enemies  of  the  orthodox 
Church  say  about  these  sacred  writings.  The 
testimony  produced  will  be  that  of  Heretics — 
men  who  were  once  in  fellowship  with  the  Church, 
but  who  for  various  heteredox  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices were  excommunicated  from  them.  These 
men  hated  the  orthodox  with  a  bitter  and  im- 
placable hatred  ;  they  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
gratify  their  spleen  or  justify  their  doctrine,  and 
had  it  been  possible  to  have  shown  that  the  Gos- 
pels were  forgeries,  they  would  most  certainly 
have  triumphantly  vindicated  themselves  by  such 
an  exposure. 

The  following  pages  will,  however,  show  that 
these  men  not  only  accepted  as  their  only  stan- 
dard  of  authority  our   Gospels  and  Epistles,   but 
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in  all  their  disputations  appealed  to  them,  and  no 
OTHER  writings,  to  support  their  own  peculiar 
practices  and  tenets.  Their  custom  was  to  misre- 
present, falsify,  or  even  erase  any  particular  pas- 
saoe  which  would  not  harmonize  with  their 
peculiar  views,  but  nowhere  do  they  deny  the 
Apostle  was  not  the  author  of  the  book  or  books 
which  bore  his  name.  This  practice  of  mutilating 
the  Scriptures  incontestably  prove  that  they 
firmly  believed  them  to  be  the  genuine  works  of 
the  Apostles. 

Earliest  among  the  heretics  were  the  Cerinthians. 
This  sect  was  founded  by  Cerinthus  (who  was  co- 
temporary  with  the  Apostle  John)  ;  he  maintained 
the  necessity  of  circumcision  and  the  observance 
of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  because  Paul  taught  a 
contrary  doctrine  in  his  Epistles  (portions  of  which 
Cerinthus  cites),  he  denied  that  Paul  was  a  divine 
Apostle.  Of  course,  this  proved  that  Paul's 
Epistles  were  extant  in  his  day,  and  the  portions 
quoted  by  Cerinthus  show  them  to  be  the  same  as 
those  of  our  own  day.  This  sect  received  and 
approved  the  Gospel  by  Matthew,  because  it  did 
not  contradict  their  tenets — convincing  evidence 
that  this  Gospel  w^as  well  knowai  and  recognised  in 
the  first  century. 

Another  sect,  the  Ebioiiitcs,  or  Jewish  Christians, 
belong  to  the   same  age.     These   also  sought   to 
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join  the  Levitical  and  Christian  ordinances. 
While  recognisinor  Paul  as  the  author  of  his 
Epistles,  yet  rejected  them,  and  accounted  him 
an  apostate,  because  he  had  forsaken  the  Mosaic 
law,  but  in  common  with  Cerinthus  received  and 
quoted  the  Gospel  by  Matthew,  although  corrupt- 
ing several  passages  the  better  to  harmonise  with 
their  views. 

But  foremost  amono;  the  heretics  of  this 
primitive  age  was  the  notorious  Marcion,  whose 
public  life  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  second 
century,  immediately  following  the  decease  of  the 
Apostle  John.  He,  therefoi-e,  lived  at  an  age 
when  he  "  could  easily  have  discovered  if  the 
writings  of  the  New  Testaments  had  been  forged, 
and  as  he  was  greatlv  incensed  against  the 
orthodox  Christians  who  had  excommunicated 
him  ;  if  such  a  forgery  had  been  committed,  most 
unquestionably  he  would  not  have  failed  to  make 
a  discovery  (if  such  had  been  possible)  that  would 
have  afforded  him  the  most  ample  means  of 
triumph." 

He  had  likewise  the  experience  derived  from  an 
acquaintance  with  foreign  countries,  but  through- 
out all  his  travels  he  was  unable  to  find  the 
smallest  trace  of  the  New  Testament  being  a 
forgery.  Thus  frustrated,  he  could  only  affirm 
that  the   Gospel  by  Matthew,  the  Epistle  to  the 
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Hebrews,  with  those  of  Peter  and  James,  as  well 
as  the  Old  Testament  in  general,  were  writings 
not  for  the  Christians,  hut  Jews  only. 

He  also  published  a  new  edition  of  Luke's 
Gospel,  and  the  first  ten  Epistles  of  Paul,  con- 
cerning which  Epiphanius  has  charged  him  with 
altering  every  passage  not  agreeing  with  his 
views  ;  but  this  conduct  of  Marcion  may  be  what 
modern  critics  call  various  readings. 

This  act  of  Marcion's,  however,  was  the  means 
of  stirring  up  the  orthodox  to  examine  with 
greatest  care  their  manuscripts  and  evidences  for 
the  veracity  and  authenticity  of  the  sacred 
writings  ;  to  collate  them  and  quote  particular  pas- 
sages in  their  works,  thus  enablinor  us  in  these 
later  times  to  arrive  at  the  genuine  readings  of 
many  portions  which  could  not  otherwise  have 
been  done. 

The  value  of  Marcion's  testimony  is  very  strong, 
if  we  consider  what  powerful  motives  he  had  to 
declare  them  forgeries  if  they  had  been  so.  How- 
sweet  would  have  been  his  revenge  !  how  anni- 
hilating such  an  exposure  !  and  how  conducive  to 
the  propagation  of  his  own  errors,  if  he  could  have 
shown  they  were  ungenuine  and  false. 

Let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  Marcion  was  a 
man  of  great  experience,  an  acute  reasoner,  and, 
moreover,    lived    at  the  very    threshold    of   their 
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oiigin,  yet  he  always  admits  them  to  he  the  works 
of  the  authors  whose  name  they  bear. 

Cerinthus  and  Marcion,  though  such  bitter 
enemies  to  the  orthodox  Church,  thus  unquestion- 
ably prove  the  existence  and  goneral  circulation  of 
the     Gospels    by    Matthew    and    Luke,    prior    to 

120  A.D. 

Further,  the  following  passages  selected  from 
the  writings  of  several  heretical  sects,  will  not  only 
confirm  the  foregoing  remarks,  but  also  incon- 
testably  prove  the  existence  and  circulation  of 
John's  Gospel  also  ;  thus,  the  gnostic  philosopher, 
Basileides,  125  a.d.  (quoted  by  that  most  specious 
rationalistic  reasoner,  the  late  Matthew  Arnold,  in 
"  God  and  the  Bible,"  page,  152),  quotes  the  Fourth 
Gospel  as  follows  :  "That  was  the  true  light  which 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world  " 
(John  i.  9). 

The  Naasseni  and  the  Peratae,  heretical  sects 
which  flourished  even  earlier  than  the  above,  re- 
peatedly use  the  Fourth  Gospel  to  illustrate  their 
peculiar  doctrines  ;  for  example,  the  Peratae  quote 
John  iii.  14,  "  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in 
the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be 
lifted  up ;  "  while  the  Naasseni  are  equally  clear  in 
their  quotation,  as  follows,  "  The  Saviour  hath 
said,  that  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and 
that  which  is  born  of  the  spirit  is  spirit  "  (John 
iii.  G).     ''' Vhilosophumena'"  \.  7-16. 
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There  were  also  many  other  sects  of  heretics 
during  the  first  and  second  centuries,  all  of  whom 
had  been  excommunicated  bv  the  orthodox  for 
their  various  heterodox  and  delusive  teaching  and 
practices.  These  were  engaged  in  fierce  contro- 
versy with  the  Christians  who  had  expelled  them 
from  their  fellowship  and  communion,  but  by 
almost  universal  consent  acknowledged  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  New  Testament  to  be  the  authentic 
and  genuine  work  of  the  authors  we  recognise  ; 
and,  further,  these  books  were  their  final  court  of 
appeal  for  ever}-  disputed  point. 

The  heretics  erred  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
text;  mutilated  or  corrupted  those  not  agreeing 
wdth  their  peculiar  tenets,  or  denied  the  divine 
inspiration  of  those  they  thus  rejected,  but  they 
never  once  hint  that  they  were  forgeries  of  a 
later  date,  although  in  some  cases  such  a  statement 
would  have  conclusively  proved  their  point. 

The  following  sects  designated  heretics  flourished 
during  the  second  century;  these  bear  testimony 
to  the  existence  and  genuineness  of  our  New 
Testament. 

The  Valentinins,  125  a.d.  ;  Carpocrations,  120 
A.D. ;  Sethians,  150  a,d.  ;  Montanist,  15G  a.d.  ; 
Marcosians,  1(J0  a.d.  ;  Hermogenes,  180  a.d.  ; 
Artemon,  '200  a.d.,  and  Theodotus,  200  a.d. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Sceptical  <5f  .Seailar  OEitnesscs. 

I  HE  evidence  of  (^hmtian  and  heretical 
writers  as  produced  in  the  preceding  pages 
should  be  enough  to  satisfy  the  largest 
demands  of  the  most  captious  doubter  of  the 
existence  and  purity  of  the  New  Testament  during 
the  first  three  centuries  ;  but  although  this  testi- 
mony is  so  clear  and  conclusive,  it  affords  no 
reason  why  the  evidence  of  avowed  enemies  and 
haters  of  Christianity  should  not  be  reviewed,  and 
the  w^orks  of  pagan  infidels — the  learned  sceptics  of 
their  day  who  wrote  professedly  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  Christian  faith — used  as  a  supplementary 
evidence  for  the  genuineness  of  our  Gospels. 

It  must  be  admitted  without  question  that  if 
these  had  been  forgeries,  or  even  a  collection  of 
traditional  legends  without  solid  historical  founda- 
tion, their  enemies  must  have  known  it,  and  their 
exposure  of  such  superstitious  or  fabulous  writings 
would  have  utterly  demolished  the  Christian 
faith,  and  this,  too,  without  any  further  effort  or 
argument  on  their  part. 
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Celstis,  the  notorious  enemy  of  the  cross,  wrote 
less  than  a  hundred  years  after  the  publication  of 
the  Gospels.  This  man  was  a  trained  Epicurean 
and  infidel  philosopher,  one  whose  intellectual 
weight  and  culture  was  of  no  mean  order  ;  he  ex- 
hibited much  acuteness  and  keenness  in  his  philo- 
sophical reasonings,  and  was  at  least  equal  to  the 
bulk  of  agnostic  and  infidel  logicians  of  the  present 
day,  and  without  question  should  command  as 
much  respect  as  the  subtle,  specious,  pseudo- 
philosophy  of  a  Spencer  or  Arnold,  as  contained 
in  their  ambiouous  and  oft-times  non-intellisible 
sentences ;  while  the  venom  and  hatred  of  Celsus 
toward  the  Christians  could  not  be  exceeded  by  a 
Voltaire  or  Paine. 

This  man  wrote  a  professed  work  against  Chris- 
tianity, and  living  so  near  the  origin  of  the 
Gospels,  had  special  opportunities  for  discovering 
and  exposing  their  forgery,  if  such  could  have 
been  proved.  The  greater  part  of  his  work  has 
been  preserved  by  Origen,  who  wrote  a  reply 
to  it. 

Celsus  not  only  mentions  the  various  books  of 
the  New  Testament  by  name,  but  also  quotes 
many  passages  from  theui  which  prove  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  their  identity  with  ours. 
He  cites  nearly  the  whole  Gospel  history — the 
birth  of  elesus,  the  star  of  Bethlehem  and  massacre 
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of  infants,  His  baptism  and  temptation,  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  His  conversation  with  the  woman  at 
the  well,  the  miracles,  feeding  the  5,000,  raising 
the  dead,  &c.  ;  he  also  refers  to  the  closintr  scenes 
of  the  Lord's  life,  Judas'  betrayal,  Peter's  denial, 
the  crucifixion,  and  unfeelingly  jests  at  the  blood 
and  water  which  flowed  from  the  Redeemer's  side, 
the  resurrection,  and  appearance  of  Jesus  to  Mary 
and  the  disciples  ;  these  and  other  facts  recorded 
in  the  Gospels  are  criticised  by  this  infidel 
philosopher. 

But  what  has  Celsus  to  say  concerning  this 
Gospel  history  ?  Does  he  make  short  work  of  the 
Christiana  and  their  sacred  writings  by  de- 
nouncing them  as  forgeries,  as  cunningly-devised 
fables  or  misty  traditions  of  the  dim  past  ?  surelv 
he  would  have  done  so  if  it  were  possible.  No, 
he  never  once  even  hints  that  the  Gospel  records 
were  not  reliable  history,  but  ever  treats  them  as 
solid  historical  facts,  and  in  not  one  instance 
throughout  his  memorable  attack  upon  our  faith 
does  he  question  their  veracity  and  genuineness. 

Had  Celsus  been  able  to  have  shewn  that  the 
Christian  writings  were  simjDly  legendary  stories, 
or  fraudulent  impositions  upon  a  superstitious 
people,  it  would  have  utterly  demolished  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  surely 
a   man  of  his    intellect  lal    training,    living  also 
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almost  within  touch  of  the  birth  of  the  Gospels, 
full  of  spleen  and  hatred  against  the  new  faith, 
surely  such  a  man  would  have  undoubtedly  done 
so  if  it  had  been  possible. 

But  how  does  Oelsus  attack  the  Gospels  ?  not  by 
denying  their  historical  veracity,  but  by  acknow- 
ledging them  as  trustworthy  history.  He  attributes 
the  miracles  of  Jesus  not  to  the  credulity  of  the 
bystanders,  nor  does  he  slander  the  Lord  or  the 
Evangelists  with  the  charge  of  imposture,  but  he 
states  that  these  wonderful  works  recorded  in  the 
Gospels  were  the  fruits  of  a  magic  art  which 
Jesus  learned  when  He  was  in  Egypt,  and  en- 
deavours from  the  facts  themselves  to  disprove 
the  credibility  of  the  Gospels. 

The  value  of  this  man's  testimony  is  of  peculiar 
service  to  us. 

1.  He  was  an  avowed  and  professed  enemy  to 
Christianity,  and  wTote  his  work  for  the  speciil 
purpose  of  overthrowing  it. 

2.  His  natural  gifts,  philosophical  trainmg,  and 
extensive  experience,  peculiarly  fitted  him  to  ex- 
pose a  forgery,  had  it  been  possible. 

3.  His  nearness  to  the  date  of  the  publication 
of  the  Gospels,  the  facility  he  possessed  to  search 
all  the  manuscripts  of  both  infidel  and  Christian 
writers,  all  combine  to  give  this  man's  testimony 
peculiar  and  irresistible   weight,   and  compel  the 
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conclusion  that  the  Gospels   are  true,  unimpeach- 
able records  of  history. 

Another  acute  sceptical  writer  was  Porphyry  of 
Trye,  who  flourished  somewhat  later  (233  a.d.)* 
This  man  was  well  versed  in  political  and  philo- 
sophical history,  as  appears  from  his  "  Lives  of 
Philosophers."  He  took  pains  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  Christians,  not  only  at  Tyre, 
bat  also  at  Sicily  and  'Rome.  His  thirst  for 
philosophical  inquiry,  led  him  into  intercourse 
with  the  Nazarenes  (who  adopted  only  the  Hebrew 
Gospel  by  Matthew),  and  was  thus  specially  in- 
duced to  examine  all  the  New  Testament  writings. 

In  his  researches  he  was  greatly  assisted  by  the 
liberal  education  lie  enjoyed,  and  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  both  Syriac  and  Greek  authors. 
This  man  expended  much  time  and  learning  to 
discover,  if  possible,  the  smallest  trace  of  the  im- 
position of  our  Christian  writings  to  the  world, 
after  the  death  of  their  respective  authors,  but 
utterly  failed,  and  was  unwillingly  forced  to  this 
conclusion,  that  the  life  and  miracles  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  were  real,  indisputable  facts,  faithfully 
chronicled  by  the  Evangelists,  and  his  only  way 
to  escape  their  force  and  obligation  was  to  deny 
their  divine  inspiration.  So  fully  convinced  was 
he  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a  wonderful  person,  in 
spite  of  his  malice  and  hatred  towards  Christianity, 
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that  he  actually  describes  Him  as  a  "  pious  person 
who  was  conveyed  into  heaven  as  beincr  approved 
by  the  gods." 

We  may  fitly  conclude  the  historical  evidence 
for  the  genuineness  of  our  Gospels  and  Epistles, 
by  citing  various  pagan  and  secular  historians  who 
flourished  during  the  first  and  second  centuries. 
These  men  wrote  the  history  of  their  age,  record- 
ing current  or  preceding  events,  and  who  from 
necessity,  as  faithful  historians,  were  constrained 
to  record  the  leadino;  facts  contained  in  the  New 
Testament.  These  writers  state  more  or  less  ex- 
plicitly the  general  facts  in  the  life  of  Christ,  His 
wonderful  works  and  holy  teachings,  His  cruci- 
fixion and  reappearance,  the  purity  of  life,  number 
and  constancy  of  His  followers,  the  doctrines 
peculiar  to  the  Christian  faith,  their  change  of 
Sabbath  from  the  seventh  to  the  first,  as  Lord's 
Day,  their  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
together  with  their  unheard-of  sufiferinors  and 
torments,  often  crowned  with  martyrdom,  and 
all  for  their  Divine  Master's  sake. 

Among  such  chroniclers  may  be  mentioned 
Tacitus,  the  well-known  Roman  historian  (co- 
temporary  with  the  Apostles).  This  man  not  only 
records  the  fact  that  Christ  was  the  "  author  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  was  punished  by  death 
as    a    criminal    under    the    procurator,     Pontius 
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Pilate,"  but  also  describes  (in  harmony  with  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles)  the  rapid  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  the  peculiarities  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
also  vividly  relates  that  those  who  embraced  it 
suffered  martyrdom,  by  order  of  the  Emperor 
Nero. 

Suetonius  IIG  a.d.,  another  Roman  historian, 
bears  similar  testimony  to  the  facts  of  the  Gospel 
and  truth  of  our  Christian  records. 

The  younger  Pliny,  writer  of  the  famous  Epistle 
to  the  Emperor  Trajan,  107  a.d.,  which,  together 
with  the  Emperor's  reply  (both  writings  have 
been  preserved  to  our  own  times)  afford  valuable 
auxiliary  evidence  to  the  truthfulness  of  our 
Gospel  records  and  purity  of  life,  as  expressly 
taught  in  the  Gospels  and  Epistles. 

Pliny^  the  Governor  of  Pon^.us  and  Bithynia, 
106-1 1)<5  A.D.,  entering  upon  that  office,  found  vast 
nmltitudes  of  Christians  of  all  ages,  sex,  and  rank, 
dwelling  within  his  jurisdiction,  against  whom  an 
Imperial  edict  was  in  force  to  persecute  and  sup- 
press them.  Finding,  however,  that  their  lives 
were  exemplary  and  virtuous,  and  their  faith  in 
Christ  immovable,  judged  it  prudent  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  exercise  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  law 
until  he  had  represented  the  case  to  Trajan,  and 
received  his  commands  concerning  them.  He, 
therefore,     wrote    a    letter    to  the    Emperor,    in 
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which  he  describes  the  Christians  thus  :  "  The 
whole  of  their  fault  and  error  lay  in  this,  that 
they  were  wont  to  meet  together  on  a  stated  day, 
before  it  was  light,  and  sing  among  themselves 
alternately  a  hymn  to  Christ  as  God,  and  to  bind 
themselves  by  a  solemn  oath  not  to  the  commission 
of  any  wickedness,  not  to  be  guilty  of  theft,  or 
robbery,  or  adultery,  never  to  falsify  their  word, 
nor  to  deny  a  pledge  committed  to  them  when 
called  upon  to  return  it.  When  these  were  per- 
formed it  was  their  custom  to  separate,  and  then 
to  come  together  again  to  a  meal  which  they  ate 
in  common,  without  any  disorder." 

The  above  description  written  by  an  impartial 
judge  of  the  lives  and  habits  of  the  Primitive 
Christians  shew  that  they  were  familiar  with, 
and  lived  out  to  the  fullest  extent  the  spirit  and 
teachings  of  our  New  Testament  ;  moreover 
some  of  them  had  been  followers  of  Jesus  at 
that  date  for  nearly  twenty  years,  thus  being  co- 
temporary  with  the  apostles.  The  heathen 
governor's  letter  affords  valuable  auxiliary  evidence 
that  in  that  ase  there  were  vast  numbers  of 
Christians  who  observed  the  teaching  and 
ordinances  of  Christ  as  contained  in  the  Gospels, 
and  in  full  accord  with  them,  honoured  and 
worshipped  Him,  not  as  a  deceased  teacher,  but  a 
living  God. 
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The  Jewish  historian,  JosepJms,  also  lived  and 
wrote  immediately  following  the  Ascension  of  oar 
Lord  and  was  co-temporarj  with  the  Apostles. 
This  man  writing  an  account  of  the  history  and 
antiquities  of  the  Jews,  in  the  chapter  recording, 
certain  acts  of  Pontius  Pilate,  says,  ''  Now,  there 
was  about  this  time  Jesus  a  wise  man,  if  it  be 
lawful  to  call  Him  a  man,  for  He  performed 
many  wonderful  works.  He  was  the  teacher  of 
such  men  as  receive  the  truth  with  pleasure.  He 
drew  over  to  Him  many  of  the  Jews  and  also 
many  of  the  Gentiles.  This  was  the  Christ. 
And  when  Pilate,  at  the  instigation  of  the  principal 
men  among  us,  had  condemned  Him  to  the  cross, 
those  who  had  loved  Him  from  the  first  did  not 
cease  to  adhere  to  Him.  For  He  appeared  tO' 
them  alive  again  the  third  day,  the  divine  prophets 
having  foretold  these  and  ten  thousand  other 
wonderful  things  concerning  Him.  And  the 
tribe  of  Christians,  so  named  from  Him,  subsist  tO' 
this  day." 

This  testimony  of  Josephus  affords  an  inde- 
pendent historical  support  to  the  trutii  of  our 
Gospel  records,  and  is  specially  valuable  for  the 
following  reason — it  indisputably  demonstrates  the 
Messiahship,  miracles,  teaching,  crucifixion,  and 
what  perhaps  is  even  more  important,  the  resur- 
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rection  of  the  Lord,  in  fullest  harmony  with  our 
Gospel  statements. 

Another  testimony  may  be  adduced  in  the 
Jewish  Talmuds  or  Commentaries,  which  were 
committed  to  writing  during  the  second  century. 
These  mention  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  the  won- 
derful miracles  performed  by  Christ  and  His 
Apostles,  which  they  ascribe  to  the  divine  power 
which  He  possessed,  through  having  acquired  the 
right  pronunciation  of  the  ineffable  name  of  God 
(which  they  say)  He  clandestinely  stole  from  the 
temple  ;  they  also  record  His  being  put  to  death 
.as  a  malefactor.  These  facts  are  preserved  by  the 
bitterest  enemies  of  the  cross,  and  further  corro- 
'borate  the  purity  and  truth  of  our  Gospel  history. 

As  a  final  testimony  to  the  truth  and  integrity 

•  of  the  facts  contained  in  our  Gospels  L  may  men- 
tion a  custom  of  the  ancient  Romans  in  particu- 
larly preserving  the  memory  of  remarkable  events 
which  happened  in  their  dominion.  This  was  done 
either  in  their  "  Acts  of  the  Senate "  or  in  the 
"Daily  Acts  of  the  People,"  which  were  diligently 
made  and  kept  at  Rome.  The  governors  of  pro- 
vinces sent   to  Rome   accounts  of  any  remarkable 

•  occurrences  which  happened  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion, and  these  reports  were  preserved  in  these 
*'  Acts,"  and  placed  in  the  Archives  of  Rome.  In 
•conformity  with  this  usage,   Pilate   kept  memoirs 
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of  his  pro-curatorship,  which  were  called  '^  Acta- 
PUatiJ''  and  which  were  deposited,  with  other  state 
papers,  in  the  archives  of  the  empire. 

The  primitive  Christians,  in  their  disputes  with 
the  Gentiles,  appealed  to  these  *'Acts"  as  un- 
doubted testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospels  they 
preached.  For  example,  Justin  Martyr,  140  A.D., 
in  his  first  defence  of  the  Christian  faith,  which 
he  presented  to  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  and 
the  Senate  of  Rome,  having  mentioned  the  cruci- 
fixion of  Jesus  Christ,  and  some  of  its  attendant 
circumstances,  appeals  to  these  records  thus — 
*'  And  that  these  things  were  so  done  you  may 
know  from  the  Acts  made  in  the  time  of  Pontius 
Pilate."  Afterwards,  in  the  same  apology,  having 
noticed  some  of  the  miracles  of  our  Lord,  such  as 
healing  diseases  and  raising  the  dead,  adds,  "  And 
that  these  things  were  done  by  Him  you  may 
know  from  the  Acts  made  in  the  time  of  Pontius 
Pilate. 

Tertullian  200  a.d.  defending  the  truth  of  our 
Lord's  crucifixion,  resurrection,  and  ascension  into 
heaven,  appeals  likewise  to  the  same '' Acts  "  as 
follows,  "Of  all  these  things  relating  to  Christ, 
Pilate  himself,  in  his  conscience  already  a  Christian, 
sent  an  account  to  Tiberius,  then  Emperor," 
and  later  on  he  uro^es  his  adversaries  to  ''  Search. 
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your  own  Commentaries  "  (or  public  writings)  for 
proof  of  his  statements. 

These  old  Roman  records  thus  appealed  to,  afford 
•most  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  truth  and  ver- 
acity of  the  Gospel  history,  and  indisputably  prove 
the  statements  made  by  the  Evangelists;  it  being 
incredible  that  except  there  w^ere  existing  and 
:available  national  documents,  attesting  the  life, 
work,  death,  and  resurrection  of  our  Lord,  that 
any  Christian  apologist  would  have  appealed  to 
tthera  for  the  defence  of  their  faith. 


CHAPTER  YII. 

(^ualificalioit  of  OTitnESSts. 

IpAVING  briefly  produced  the  combined  evi- 
dence of  Christian,  Heretical,  and  Heathen 
Writers,  it  only  remains  to  show  that  these 
were  trustworthy  men,  possessing  at  least  average 
common  sense,  sagacity,  and  intelligence,  and  en- 
joying reasonable  facility  to  distinguish  truth  from 
fiction,  facts,  from  legends,  and  this,  too,  without 
any  ulterior  reward.  Of  course  the  question  of 
competency  and  fitness  cannot  arise  in  the  case  of 
either  heretics  or  infidel  writers,  as  their  bitter 
animus  and  hatred  to  the  Christian  faith  is  quite 
sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  if  they  could  have 
done  so,  they  would  have  exposed  a  forgerv  or 
imposition  of  the  Gospels^  if  such  had  existed.  I 
shall,  therefore,  confine  the  following  remarks  to 
our  Christian  Witnesses  only. 

1.  Their  character — truthful,  virtuous,  con- 
scientious. 1  am  not  aware  that  the  truth,  honesty, 
and  integrity  of  those  men  have  ever  been  im- 
pugned by  either  friend  or  foe,  ancient  or  modern. 
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The  holy  doctrines  they  taught  were  not  dead 
precepts,  but  living  truths,  practically  manifested 
in  their  daily  lives.  Truth  and  uprightness  were 
peculiarly  prominent  in  their  character  ;  they 
lived  as  men  who  hated  a  lie,  and  who  must  give 
an  account  before  the  "  judormpnt  seat "  of  an 
Omniscient  God.  For  many  years  they  led  un- 
blemished lives  both  before  the  Church  and  world, 
died  with  untarnished  honour,  men  whose  veracity 
and  truth  were  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  and 
whose  rirtuous  characters  demand  our  unqualified 
acceptance  of  their  honest  statements. 

2.  Their  mental  and  educational  fitness.  That 
these  Christian  Witnesses  were  not  simple  and 
credulous  men  easily  deceived  and  imposed  upon, 
is  proved  by  the  following  facts — {n)  Their 
writings  which  have  come  down  to  us  show  them 
to  be  men  of  at  least  averacje  education  and  intelli- 
gence,  quite  capable  of  discerning  historical  facts 
from  hazy,  traditional  statements,  and  wise  enough 
to  institute  proper  inquiry  and  investigation,  before 
adopting  them,  [h)  That  they  were  sagacious  and 
intelligent  men  of  mature  and  sober  judgment  is 
proved  by  the  prominent  positions  they  held  as 
teachers  and  leaders  of  the  various  congresations 
forming:  the  Church  of  Christ,  numberino:  thou- 
sands  of  men  and  women,  manifestly  proving  them 
to    be    head   and    shoulders    above    their   fellows. 
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{c)  Moreover,  several  of  them  had  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  secular  schools  of  Phi- 
losophy, professedly  trained  for  teachers  or  lawyers^ 
and  were,  therefore,  as  fully  quaHfiod  to  test  the 
truth  of  the  Gospels  as  the  learned  scientist  of  our 
day.  (<:?)  Their  fitness  as  Witnesses  is  further 
manifest  in  the  special  and  peculiar  opportunities 
they  enjoyed  for  testing  the  truth,  inasmuch  as 
some  lived  only  a  few  years  after  the  ascension  of 
the  Lord  ;  others  dwelt  in  the  very  land  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  very  people  where  Jesus  worked 
and  taught  ;  while  all  were  intimate  with  either 
the  Apostles,  Apostlic  men,  or  their  immediate 
successors,  and  from  their  very  lips  learned  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. 

3.  They  received  no  pecuniary  or  social  reward. 
1  am  not  aware  that  even  the  hitterest  enemy  of 
the  cross  has  ever  suggested  that  monetary  gain 
prompted  these  men  to  testify  to  what  the  sceptic 
calls  a  lie.  On  the  other  hand,  they  suffered  the 
loss  of  property,  friends,  position,  liberty,  and  in 
many  instances  life  itself,  rather  than  deny  the 
Gospel  they  had  proved  to  be  unquestionably  true. 
Their  only  earthly  reward  was  the  prison,  amphi- 
theatre, or  the  stake. 

4.  Collusion  of  evidence  impossible.  The  im- 
possibility of  any  collusion  or  agreement  among 
themselves   to    falsely   testify   the    existence   and 
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universal  acceptance  of  the  New  Testament  is 
abundant! V  demonstrated  by  the  followinor  con- 
siderations — their  large  numbers,  their  various 
and  often  conflicting  s'lades  of  opinion,  the  vast 
distances  separating  these  men,  often  hundreds  of 
miles,  all  combine  to  effectually  frustrate  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  pre-arranged  agreement  in  their 
writings  which  have  been  preserved  to  us. 

Finally,  that  the  Avritings  of  these  Witnesses 
are  not  forgeries  of  a  later  date  palmed  off  upon  a 
credulous  age  on  purpose  to  support  legendary 
and  misty  traditions  of  a  dim  past,  bat  the  genuine 
works  of  the  authors  named,  is  conclusively  proved 
by  this  fact,  that  writers  of  their  own  and  imme- 
diately succeeding  age  distinctly  mention  or  quote 
their  works  as  then  in  existence,  and  ascribe  their 
writings  to  the  respective  authors  whose  names 
they  bear. 

Having  thus  placed  before  the  reader  the  com- 
bined historic  evidence  of  the  first  three  centuries 
attesting  the  existence  and  genuineness  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  further  shown  that  thes3 
Witnesses  are  worthy  of  our  fullest  credence.  1 
conclude  my  observations  by  emphatically  stating 
that  no  other  book  of  history  has  a  tithe  of  equal 
evidence  for  its  genuineness  as  the  work  of  the 
author  whose  name  it  may  bear  ;  and  further,  if 
these  proofs  are  rejected  as  insufficient,  to  estab- 


CONCLUDING  REMARKS.  75 

lish  the  genuineness  and  antiquity  of  our  New 
Testament,  especially  the  Four  Gospels,  then  surely 
no  other  work  of  history  ever  published  can  claim  the 
rioht  to  be  the  work  of  its  commonly  acknow- 
leged  author. 

The  fourfold  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  is  not 
founded  upon  the  shifting  sands  of  human  specu- 
lation or  modern  agnostic  philosophy,  neither  are 
they  "  cunningly-devised  fables,"  but  rest  upon 
the  immovable  and  eternal  Rock  of  Truth,  and 
have  stood  unshaken  the  severest  test  of  nioh  two 
millenniums.  Internal  and  external  foes  have 
sought  to  overthrow  them,  but  all  have  utterly 
failed,  ard  the  Gospels  stand  to-day  in  all  their 
peerless  purity,  the  firmer  and  truer  for  the  seven 
times  heated  furnace  through  which  they  have 
passed.  Sceptical  philosophers,  atheistical  orators, 
and  agnostic  teachers  alike  rage  in  vain  against 
these  Gospels  of  love  and  grace,  and  utterly  fail 
to  loose  one  stone  of  the  foundation  of  our  faith. 
These  violent  attacks  have  only  provoked  C'hristian 
apologists  to  examine  afresh  the  grounds  and 
basis  of  their  hope,  with  this  result,  that  the  most 
searching  investigation  only  reveals  more  clearly 
the  Rock  of  Eternal  Truth  upon  which  and  into 
which  the  Gospels  are  built. 

The  book  of  Nature  may  reveal  the  Almighty 
Power  and  infinite  skill  of  the  Deity,  and  awe  our 
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puny  minds  by  His  stupendous  works,  may  admit 
us  into  the  workshop  of  our  Creator,  but  the 
Gospel  revelation  only  reveals  the  grace  and 
mercy  of  our  God. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Living  Word,  alone  lays  bare 
the  secret  yearnings  of  the  Great  Father's  Heart. 
The  Gospels  only  open  up  the  way  for  the  sinner's 
salvation,  and  in  clear  and  lovino-  languaffe  invites 
the  prodigal  to  return,  imparts  hope  to  the  hope- 
less, changes  the  filthy  and  unclean  into  the  chaste 
and  moral,  sheJs  its  peaceful  light  beyond  the 
darkness  of  the  tomb,  supplies  a  balm  for  every 
earthly  woe,  and  transforms  the  chamber  of  death 
into  the  vestibule  of  heaven. 

Incited  by  a  firm  persuasion  of  its  divine  origin 
and  truthfulness,  thousands  of  men  and  women 
have  cheerfully  spent  their  lives  at  home  or  in 
foreign  lands  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  their 
fellow?.  Gloved  by  the  philanthropic  principles 
of  its  Divine  Author  and  Lord,  it  has  opened  the 
heart  and  ])ockets  of  myriads  of  believers  in  its 
precepts  to  found  and  sustain  hospitals,  refuges, 
almshouses,  and  shelters  for  the  poor,  downtrodden, 
sick,  and  suffering,  which  the  cold,  cheerless  prin- 
ciples of  the  sceptic  leaves  to  perish,  that  the 
"  fittest "  only  may  "  survive."  By  the  power 
and  virtue  of  its  holy  precepts  it  has  changed  some 
of  the  vilest  and  abandoned  of  our  race  into  con- 
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sistent  and  law-abidino-  citizens,  humble  followers 
of  the  Holy  Christ  of  God.  Inspired  and  sus- 
tained by  its  unfailing  promises,  the  noble  army 
of  confessors  and  martyrs  have  borne  with  un- 
flinchinor  heroism  the  most  inhuman  tortures  which 
its  diabolic  enemies  could  conceive,  rather  than 
deny  the  Lord  it  revealed.  In  the  face  of  these 
and  a  score  of  other  present  day  facts,  I  solemnly 
charge  every  doubter  of  the  Gospels  to  either  dis- 
prove, or  consistently  explain  away,  the  evidences 
here  adduced;  failincx  such,  to  earnestlv  heed  its 
warning  voice,  '•  Repent,  and  believe  the  Gospel." 
Dare  not  to  trample  upon  the  "  blood  of  the 
covenant,"  deliberately  and  wilfully  rejecting  its 
message  ;  such  are  finally  and  irretrievably  lost. 
Accept  its  message  and  the  Saviour  it  reveals,  and 
life  eternal  is  your  portion. 
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^\)c  Jpaurtlj   (Gospel, 
Its  Late  Composition  Refuted,  and  Antiquity 

DEMONi>TRATED. 

HE  popular  objection  now  raised  against  the 
genuineness  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  is  not  a 
rejection  of  the  entire  book  in  toto,  but  a 
far  more  dangerous  theory,  and  one  too  warmly 
advocated  by  most  rationalistic  and  agnostic 
teachers.  This  theory  asserts  a  late  compilation 
of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  and  is  briefly  stated  by 
these  reasoners  as  follows.  They  allege  that  John's 
Gospel,  as  we  now  possess  it,  is  the  work  of  an 
unknown  Greek  editor,  who,  some  years  after 
John's  decease,  gathered  together  the  floating  tra- 
ditionary "  logia  "  or  sayings  of  Jesus  (which  had 
been  preserved  by  the  Apostle  John,  and  handed 
down  through  the  Ephesian  Church  to  that  age), 
and  interlacing  the  accumulated  store  of"  logia" 
with  his  own  notes  and  observations,  arranged 
the  Gospel  in  its  present  form. 

Having  thus  compiled  a  book  consisting  partly 
of  the  true  "  sayings "  of  Jesus,  the  remainder 
being  his  own  theological   lore,  it  was  published 
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and  received  by  the  Christian  Church,  who 
venerated  it  as  an  inspired  book,  and  at  a  later 
period,  in  company  with  the  three  earlier  ones, 
was  accepted  as  canonical. 

This  subtle  and  alleged  "  reasonable  "  theory  in 
an  easy  and  plausible  way  disposes  of  all  the 
supernatural  elements  in  that  Gospel,  and  as 
readily  rejects  the  Divinity  of  Jesus.  As  such  it 
is  particularly  dangerous  in  this  reasoning  age, 
and  panders  to  the  restless  cravings  of  those 
minds  not  content  with  the  long-tested  interpreta- 
tion of  its  pages,  but,  like  the  Athenians  of  old, 
ever  ready  to  hear  any  new  thing. 

The  speciousness  of  this  theory  lies  in  its  so- 
called  ^'  rational  reasonahleness,'"  which  on  the 
one  hand,  while  it  denies  the  genuineness  of  the 
book  as  a  whole,  yet,  nevertheless,  freely  admits 
that  certain  portions  which  per  force  they  cannot 
deny,  are  certainly  gemiine.  Thus  they  s:)y,  this 
is  true,  that  is  false.  Such  a  theory  necessarily 
undermines  with  its  agnostic  doubt  every  passage 
which  does  not  dovetail  into  their  theory.  The 
miracles,  the  Divinity,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus^ 
are  the  alleged  superstitious  embellishments  of  the 
editor.  This  mythical  compiler  is  accused  of 
materilizing  many  of  the  "  logia  "  of  Jesus.  For 
example,  the  llth  of  John  records  a  miraculous 
feeding  of  5,000  men,  besides  women  and  children; 
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this,  they  say,  is  one  of  the  errors  of*  this  mythical 
personage,  and  our  modern  rationalist  corrects  him 
in  the  following  manner.  It  was  the  satisfying 
power  of  the  truths  and  moral  precepts  which  Jesus 
taught  the  people  which  so  filled  their  minds  with 
His  "sayings,"  and  they  in  their  rich  mental  en- 
joyment so  feasted  upon  His  ''  logia,"  that,  for  the 
time  being,  their  6o^t^s  did  not  need  ordinary  nour- 
isliing  food.  This  the  material  editor,  when  compil- 
ing the  book,  misunderstood,  and  erroniously  trans- 
formed into  a  material  miracle,  and  thus  embel- 
ished  the  6th  chapter  of  John  with  this  super- 
natural work  I  I 

These  supernatural  elements,  they  say,  are  but 
the  husks,  the  true  corn  is  the  "  sa3"ings"  of  Jesus. 
Cast  away  the  shell  of  the  supernatural,  and  you 
have  a  kernel  of  truth  which  you  may  enjoy  ! 

The  Rationalistic  critic's  knife  so  whittles  and 
trims  this  Gospel,  which  was  once  as  the  Tree  of 
Life,  with  its  celestial  fruit  and  healincr  leaves  for 
the  benefit  of  the  world,  until  only  a  few  dry  and 
perished  branches  are  left. 

Having  thus  stated  the  popular  agnostic  theory 
concerning  the  origin  and  composition  of  the 
Fourth  Gospel,  I  now  propose  to  briefly  review 
and  rebut  it. 

1.  Let  us  inquire  upon  what  external  evidence 
is  the  existence  and  work  of  this  alleged   compiler 
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founded?  The  late  Matthew  Arnold,  a  warm 
advocate  of  this  view,  shall  supply  the  answer.  In 
his  "  God  and  the  Bible  "  (popular  edit.,  page 
141),  states  the  following  tradition,  taken  from 
the  Canon  of  Muratori,  which  dates  about  175  a.d. 
This  fragment  says  : — 

"  The  fourth  of  the  Gospels  is  by  the  disciple 
John.  He  was  being  pressed  by  his  fellow- 
disciples  and  fellow-bishops,  and  he  said,  '  Fast 
with  me  this  day,  and  for  three  days,  and  whatso- 
ever shall  be  revealed  to  each  one  of  us  let  us 
relate  it  to  the  rest.'  In  the  same  night  it  was 
revealed  to  the  Apostle  Andrew  that  John  should 
write  the  whole  in  his  name,  and  that  all  the  rest 
should  revise  it." 

This  traditional  "  dream  "  is  the  sole  external 
evidence  for  the  creation  of  an  alleged  compiler, 
yet  which,  if  we  have  no  pre-conceived  theory  to 
waYp  our  judgment  only  shows — with  the  utmost 
latitude  of  charity — that  the  Apostle  John,  and 
not  the  phantom  editor  (of  whose  existence  to  the 
unprejudiced  mind  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  ghost 
can  be  discerned  in  the  tradition)  wrote  the 
Gospel  which  his  inspired  fellows  criticised.  Of 
course,  I  am  aware  that  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
Book  yi.  14,  after  describing  the  origin  of  the 
earlier  Gospels,  writes  as  follows  concerninor  the 
Fourth  :  ''  But  John  last   of  all   perceiving   that 
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what  had  reference  to  the  body  in  the  Gospels  of 
our  Saviour  was  sufficient!}''  detailed,  and  being 
encouraged  by  his  familiar  friends,  and  urged  by 
the  Spirit,  wrote  a  spiritual  Gospel."  But  surely^ 
if  Clement  means  anything  at  all,  it  is  this,  that 
John  Ai7?is^(/',  and  John  only,  wrote  the  "  spiritual'' 
Gospel  without  the  faintest  allusion  to  the  alleged 
later  editor. 

I  therefore  dismiss  this  so-called  external  evi- 
dence as  entirely  aside  the  purpose  for  which  it 
has  been  adduced,  and  leave  the  unbiassed  reader 
to  judge  the  value  of  such  statements,  which  appeal 
to  the  foregoing  tradition  as  the  only  external 
historical  grounds  for  such  a  fallacious  theory. 
With  these  remarks  I  pass  on,  and  inquire — 

2.  What  is  the  alleged  internal  evidence  for  a 
late  compilation  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  ? 

Our  reasoning  opponents  consider  that  even  if 
the  external  evidence  is  "  weak,''  here  at  least 
they  are  verc)  strong.  "  The  internal  evidence  is 
overwhelming  in  their  favour "  they  say.  But 
stay,  internal  interpretation  may  be  made  to  prove 
anything  ;  witness  the  multitude  of  antagonistic 
theories  propounded  from  so-called  internal  evi- 
dence by  the  various  secular  teachers,  and  all  of 
course  founded  on  the  infallible  internal  evidence  I 
They  point  the  stern,  critical  finger  at  the  geo- 
graphical and  social  errors  of  their  editor,  no  Jew 
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^vould  have  thus  blundered  they  say,  hence  it 
could  not  be  John  the  Jewish  Apostle,  e.g.^  we  are 
asked  to  believe  that  the  compiler  confounded  the 
*'  Bethany  beyond  Jordan,"  John  i.  28  (r.v.)  with 
the  Bethany  which  "  was  nigh  unto  Jerusalem, 
about  fifteen  furlongs  oflP,"  chap.  xi.  18,  that  he  in- 
nocently erred  in  his  geography  and  mentally  identi- 
fied them  as  the  same  village,  and  thus  unwittingly 
betrayed  his  presence  by  his  so-called  error. 
Surely  our  rationalistic  friends  are  aware  of  the 
existence  of  two  towns  bearinor  the  same  name, 
even  in  our  own  country,  Richmond  in  Yorkshire 
is  surely  not  Richmond-on-Thames,  or  Ashford  in 
Kent  is  not  identical  with  Asford  in  Middlesex. 
Such,  undoubtedly,  was  the  case  with  the  Bethanys  , 
although  the  more  obscure  ''  Bethany  beyond 
Jordan  "  has  long  since  fallen  into  desuetude,  and 
its  very  site  now  lost.  In  these  so-called  geo- 
graphical (errors !)  is  found  the  strong  internal 
evidence  which  proves  the  presence  of  a  foreign 
compiler. 

Another  strong  mark  of  the  foreign  editor's 
presence  is  found  in  the  explanation  of  habits  and 
customs  which,  it  is  alleged,  no  native  writing 
about  his  own  country  would  do,  e.g.^  "  There 
were  set  six  waterpots  of  stone,  after  the  purifying 
of  the  Jews'''  (chap.  ii.  6).  "Now  there  is  at 
Jerusalem,  by  the  sheep  market,  a  pool  which  is 
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called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Bethesda  "  (v.  2). 
"As  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury  "  (xix.  40), 
and  many  others. 

Here,  the  Rationalists  declare,  is  convicting  evi- 
dence of  the  presence  of  a  foreigner,  who  explains 
habits  in  an  unnatural  way,  and  sometimes — so 
they  allege — not  always  strictly  accurate. 

I  reply,  this  proves  exactly  the  reverse.  It 
shows  that  the  writer  was  a  Jew. 

1.  Because  he  must  have  been  familiar  with 
them  before  he  could  describe  their  habits  and 
customs. 

2.  It  is  exactly  what  a  Jew,  writing  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  to  foreign  Christians,  must  have 
done  if  he  wished  his  book  to  be  fully  understood. 
It  is  exactly  what  we  should  do  if  writing  to 
Africans  or  Chinese,  unfamiliar  with  our  land  and 
its  customs. 

We  might  pursue  this  so-called  internal  evi- 
dence through  all  its  multitudinous  ramifications 
if  space  permitted,  but  I  think  enough  has  been 
advanced  to  show  that  this  alleged  internal  evidence 
is  most  fallacioas  and  unreliable. 

Having  shown  the  absence  of  its  external  and 
the  fallacy  of  its  internal  evidence,  I  now  proceed 
to  declare  it  to  be  a  most  unreasonable  theory,  for  it 
assumes  that  the  Christians  of  about  150  a.d.  were 
so  simple  and  credulous  as  to  receive  without  any 
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protest,  remonstrance,  or  questioning  whatever, 
another  Gospel,  and  this,  too,  some  50  years  after 
the  death  of  its  assumed  author.  It  is  a  monstrous 
libel  upon  the  mental  capacity  of  the  entire 
Christian  Church,  which  then  numbered  probably 
more  than  a  million  adherents,  and  included  in 
their  fellowship  scores  of  men  of  liberal  education, 
and  holders  of  important  offices.  I  repeat,  it  is  of 
all  theories  the  most  unreasonable  to  credit  these 
people  with  such  simplicity.  Would  a  million  of 
English  people  accept  to-day,  without  remons- 
trance, another  Gospel  or  another  book,  years 
after  the  decease  of  its  assumed  author  ? 

I  leave  the  un warped  judgment  of  the  reader  to 
supply  the  answer. 

If  such  an  imposition  of  this  Gospel  had  taken 
place,  there  must  have  been  at  least  some  small 
vestige  of  protest  surviving  to  our  day,  but  there 
is  none  whatever.  Eternal  silence  is  the  unvary- 
ing rule  of  every  ancient  author. 

I  not  only  challenge  this  theory  as  most  un- 
reasonable, but  I  further  state  it  can  and  will  be 
shown  that  John's  Gospel  was  well  known,  and, 
more  still,  was  largely  quoted  several  years  earlier 
than  the  date  assigned  to  this  mythical  editor,  and 
the  following  pages  will  abundantly  prove  our 
point. 

As  the  Rational  objectors  to  the  antiquity  of  0  ur 


S6  FOURTH  GOSPEL. 

Fourth  Gospel  fully  appreciate  facts,  we  will  pro- 
duce some,  not,  however,  a  mere  fancy  theory 
imported  and  forced  into  a  solitary  and  irrelevant 
tradition,  but  stern  solid  facts,  and  although  the 
following  remarks  are  confessedly  crude  and  in- 
complete, yet,  nevertheless,  will  afford  the  most 
ample  proof  for  the  existence  of  the  Fourth  Gospel 
and  general  familiarity  of  the  Christian  Church 
with  that  book  several  years  earlier  than  the  date 
for  this  alleged  editor's  work. 

That  the  facts  produced  may  be  easier  com- 
prehended we  will  arrange  them  in  order,  taking 
the  chapters  of  John  seriatum. 

Chap  I. — Is  there  any  trustworthy  historical 
evidence  attesting  the  existence  of  this  chapter  in 
the  opening  years  of  the  second  century  ?  Was 
it  ever  quoted  by  any  writer,  friend,  or  foe  at  that 
or  an  earlier  date  ?  That  the  answer  may  be  un- 
biassed and  without  prejudice,  I  appeal  to  the  late 
Matthew  Arnold,  who  was  an  ardent  exponent  of 
the  theory  for  this  alleged  compilation  by  the 
unknown  and  foreign  editor.  We  find  in  Arnold's 
book  "  God  and  the  Bible  "  (pop.  ed.,  page  154), 
that  he  there  introduces  the  heretic  Basileides, 
who  flourished  not  later  than  125  A.D.,  and  he 
quotes  this  man  who  states  as  follows  : — "  This  is 
that  which  is  spoken  in  the  Gospels,  '  That  was 
the  true  light  which  lighteih  every  man  into  the 
world '  (John  i.  9). 
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Now  this  extract  proves  1.  That  this  text  was 
not  a  floating,  traditionary,  promiscuous  ''saying" 
of  Jesus  merely,  but  a  well-known  passage,  dis- 
tinctly quoted  by  Basileides  from  a  specified  work, 
which  formed  a  portion  of,  and  was  a  quotation 
from,  generally  circulated  records,  which  were 
specially  designated  ''  Gospels,"  and  this,  too,  at  a 
date  "  not  later  that  125  a.d." 

We  are  therefore  sure  there  was  a  work  in 
common  circulation  which  was  known  and  appealed 
to  as  THE  Gospels. 

Point  II.  The  above  quotation  was  contained  in 
one  of  these  Gospels.  Which  ?  The  extract 
cited  identifies  it  as  the  Fourth,  and  thus  further 
attests  its  existence  as  a  separate  work,  "  not  later 
than  125  a.d." 

Point  III.  The  passage  quoted  by  Basileides  is 
an  essential  topic  ("  light "),  and  which  is  inex- 
tricably interwoven  with  almost  the  whole  para- 
graph of  14  verses,  and  forms  an  integral  part  of 
the  prologue  or  introduction.  It  would  be  almost 
meaningless  if  it  stood  alone  as  a  promiscuous 
''  saying  "  of  Jesus  apart  from  the  context,  for  it 
implies  a  previously  mentioned  "  light,"  and  is  so 
incorporated  with  the  whole  section  of  1-1  verses 
that  it  could  not  be  separated  from  them  without 
losing  much  of  its  force  and  application. 

This  verse  must  stand   or  fall  with  the  whole  of 
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the  introduction  to  the  Fourth  Gospel,  1-14,  and 
is  vital  to  the  existence  of*  the  whole  paragraph. 

I  hold,  therefore,  that  this  quotation  not  only 
proves  the  existence  of  verse  9  at  that  early  date, 
but  also  demonstrates  the  existence  of  the  whole 
compact  block  of  verses  1-14,  with  its  important 
statements  concerning  the  eternal  existence  and 
Divinity  of  Jesus,  and  this,  too,  as  a  definite 
passage  quoted  from  one  of  the  Gospels  (and  not 
a  mere  "  logia  ")  at  a  "date  not  later  than   125 

A.D." 

Chap.  III.  This  chapter  is  known  to  have  been 
in  existence  immediately  following  the  decease  of 
the  Apostle  John,  for  the  previously  quoted  author, 
the  late  Matthew  Arnold,  tells  us  of  certain  state- 
ments made  by  two  heretical  sects,  the  Naasseni 
and  the  Peratae  (the  Orphites  of  Irenseus),  who, 
he  states,  flourished  even  earlier  than  ''  Basileides 
and  the  year  125." 

Now,  such  a  writer  cannot  be  charged  with 
being  prejudiced  in  favour  of  an  early  date  ;  the 
latest  period  is  therefore  fixed  by  our  opponents 
themselves  as  even  "  earlier  than  125  a.d." 

Further,  the  Naasseni  have,  without  alteration, 
the  famous  sentenc3  to  Nicodemus,  in  the  Fourth 
Gospel,  '•  The  Saviour  hath  said,  *  That  which  is 
born  of  the  flesh  is  flesJi,  and  that  which  is  born  of 
the  spirit  is  spirit '  "  (John  iii.  6). 
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The  Peratae  also  have  this  sentence,  "^s  Moses 
lifted   up    the  serpent  in  the  icilderness,  even   so 
must  the  Son  of  Man  he  lifted  up  "  (John  iii.  14). 
These  passages  are  taken  from  the  Philosophumenay 
V.  7,  16. 

The  most  cursory  examination  of  the  context 
surrounding  these  verses  will  convince  any  unpre- 
judiced mind  that  they  are  so  closely  intertwined 
with,  and  manifestly  form  a  vital  portion  of,  the  re- 
corded conversation  of  Jesus  with  Nicodemus,  that 
they  could  not  be  removed  without  mutilating  the 
sense  and  beauty  of  the  whole  paragraph. 

We,  therefore,  feel  justified  in  stating  that  we 
have  here  most  valuable  evidence  attesting  the 
conversation  ot  Christ  with  Nicodemus,  as  recorded 
by  John,  and  which  includes  at  the  very  least  the 
first  21  verses.  The  two  sentences  quoted  con- 
cerning the  generating  power  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  uplifting  of  the  Son  of  Man,  form  the  ^''  key  '' 
texts  to  the  whole  passage  1-21. 

We  are  moreover  convinced  that  these  verses 
6-14  could  not  have  been  promiscuous  stray  ^'  say- 
ings "  of  Jesus  only,  fragmentary  "  logia  "  of  the 
Lord.  The  context  of  the  early  verses  of  John 
iii.  demand  their  presence,  and  claim  them  as 
portions  of  the  Gospel  referred  to  by  Basileides  in 
our  first  quotation. 

These  conclusions  are  rendered,  if  possible,  mor^ 
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certain  by  the  corrobatory  evidence  of  Ignatius, 
who  lived  at  a  still  earlier  date,  and  was  martyred 
107  or  117  A.D.,  within  a  year  or  two  of  the 
Apostle  John's  death.  This  man,  in  his  Ep.  to 
Phil.,  chap,  vii.,  with  referencee  to  the  Spirit, 
writes,  *^  It  knows  both  whence  it  comes  and 
whither  it  ^oes,"  nianifestlv  referrinor  to  the  Sth 
verse. 

This  evidence  is  supplemented  by  Justin  Martyr, 
who  also  writes,  "  For  Christ  said.  Except  ye  be 
born  again,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Now  to  all  men  it  is  manifest  that  it  is 
impossible  that  they  who  are  once  born  should 
enter  into  the  womb  of  them  that  bare  them  " 
(comp.  3,  4). 

We  have,  therefore,  certain  historical  evidence 
for  the  existence  of  verses  3,  4,  6,  8,  and  14,  and 
further  claim  that  these  verses  carry  with  them 
by  necessary  implication  the  compact  block  of  at 
lea^t  21  verses,  and  inferentially  prove  they  could 
not  be  odd,  promiscuous,  traditionary  ''  sayings  " 
of  Jesus  merely,  but  a  portion  of  the  "  Gospel " 
referred  to  by  Basileides,  containing  the  important 
doctrine  o:  Regeneration,  the  absolute  and 
sovereign  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  Gospel  of 
salvation  by  faith  in  the  uplifted  Son  of  Man. 

It  is  further  worth}'  of  notice  that  these  quo- 
tations are   made  after    the    custom   of  the  first 
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century,  e.g.^  as  "  The  Saviour  said,"  "  Christ 
saidj"  etc.,  and  therefore  unquestionably  stamp 
them  as  belonging  to  the  very  early  date  which 
even  our  opponents  have  assigned  to  them. 

Chap.  IV.  The  existence  of  this  chapter  at  the 
opening  of  the  2nd  century  is  proved  by  the 
Peratae  "  earlier  than  125  A.D.,"  who  record  the 
conversation  between  Jesus  and  the  woman  of 
Samaria,  and  gives  the  following  passage  :  '^  If 
thou  hadst  known  who  it  is  that  asketh,  thou 
v.'ouldst  have  asked  of  Him  and  He  would  have 
given  thee  living  water  springing  up."  John  iv.  10. 
As  all  readers  of  this  narrative  are  a\vare,these  words 
are  inextricably  interwoven  with  the  whole  para- 
graph of  verses  1-40,  detailing  the  conversation  at 
the  well  with  all  its  immediate  results,  and  cannot 
be  separated  by  any  unprejudiced  mind  from  its 
context  as  a  single,  traditionary  saying  of  Jesus  ; 
but  is  manifestly  connected  with  the  earlier  verses, 
5-9,  and  logically  include  also  the  succeeding 
sentences  within  their  circle,  as  far  as  the  40th 
verse. 

If,  however,  corroboration  be  needed  to  show 
that  this  is  not  a  solitary  "  logia  "  of  Jesus,  but  that 
it  was  taken  from  a  common  Record,  we  have  it  in 
Ignatius  107  a.d.,  who  was  evidently  familiar 
with  this  narrative,  for  he  writes  Ep.  to  Rom., 
chap,   vii.,   ^'  There  is  within  me  a  water  which 


92  FO  UR  TH  G  OS  PEL . 

liveth  and  speaketh,"  undoubtedly  referring  to 
verse  14,  and  which  in  conjunction  with  the 
Peratae's  quotation  of  the  10th,  sufficiently  prove 
to  us  that  this  conversation  of  Jesus  with  the 
woman  at  the  well,  formed  part  of  the  Records 
which  Basileides  designates  the  "  Gospel "  and  to 
which  Ignatius  and  the  Peratae  allude  not  later 
than  120  a.d. 

Chap.  Yl.  This  chapter  was  known  and  quoted 
at  the  commencement  of  the  second  century  ;  for 
the  author  of  "  God  and  the  Bible  "  using  state- 
ments  to  annihilate  an  opposition  rationalistic 
theory,  by  his  very  vehemence  in  doing  so,  has 
unwittingly  exposed  his  own  weakness,  and  almost 
without  effort  on  our  part,  completely  demolishes 
his  own  later  compilation  theory. 

The  Naasseni,  earlier  than  125  a.d.,  attribute 
to  Jesus  these  words,  ^^  Except  ye  drink  my  bloody 
and  eat  my  flesh,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  "  (John  vi.  53).  That  this 
was  not  a  loose,  stray  '*  saying  "  of  Jesus,  appears 
from  Ignatius,  who,  in  his  Ep.  to  Romans,  chap, 
vii.  (both  shorter  and  Syriac  recensions),  writes 
as  follows,  "  I  desire  the  bread  of  God,  the 
heavenly  bread,  the  bread  of  life,  which  is  the 
flesh  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  iSon  of  God,  who  became 
afterwards  of  the  seed  of  David  and  Abraham ; 
and    I  desire   the   drink    of    God,    namely,    His 
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blood,  which  is  incorruptible  love  and  etermil 
life"  (see  John  vi.  35-58).  These  words  of  Ignatius 
are  an  epitome  of  the  whole  paragraph,  and  go  to 
prove  that  the  entire  narrative,  verses  1-51),  was 
familiar  to  him  and  the  Roman  Christians  to  whom 
he  wrote  ;  while  the  portion  quoted  by  the  heretical 
Peratae  clinches  our  opinion  that  they  also  quoted 
one  of  the  '*  Gospels "  known  to  Basileides 
^' eaW?>?' than  125  a.d." 

We  now  proceed  to  the  ninth  chapter,  and  find 
that  the  pseudo-Olementine  Homilies,  19,  although 
they  cannot  be  accurately  dated,  yet  it  is  usually 
placed  by  the  Rationalists  earlier  than  the  age  of 
Irenseus.  The  author,  speaking  of  sins  of  ignor- 
ance, says  :  "  Our  Master  being  asked  concerning 
the  man  afflicted  from  his  birth,  and  who  was 
restored  to  sight  by  Him,  whether  this  man  sinned 
or  his  parents,  that  he  was  born  blind,  made  this 
answer,  '  Neither  this  man  sinned  nor  his  parents, 
but  that  the  power  of  God  should  be  made  manifest 
through  him  '  "  (John  ix.  2,  3). 

Where  did  this  writer  obtain  his  statement  ?  It 
is  worthy  of  notice  that  he  does  not  quote  it  as  a 
''  saying "  of  Jesus  merely,  but  distinctlv  and 
definitely,  as  from  some  authoritative  historical 
record  ;  with  him  it  was  a  matter-of-fact  history, 
well  known  to  himself  and  correspondents. 

That  the  miracle  of  John  ix.  is  here  referred  to. 


94  FOURTH  GOSPEL. 

no  one  will  be  disposed  to  deny,  and  further,  that 
it  forms  the  foundation  of  all  the  succeeding  verses, 
2-38  ;  without  such  miracle  ihsre  could  have  been 
no  such  subsequent  events  as  recorded  in  this 
chapter.  We  are,  therefore,  justified  in  stating 
that  verse  2  must  stand  or  fall  with  the  whole  3^ 
verses,  and  their  existence  inferentially  demonstrate 
also  the  existence  of  the  whole  paragraph. 

Chap.  X.  This  chapter  is  quoted  earlier  than 
125  A.D.  by  both  Naasseni  and  the  Peratae,  who 
know  of  Jesus  as  the  door.  "  1  am  the  door  '^ 
(John  X.  7)  is  the  quotation  of  one,  "  I  am  the 
true  gate "  is  the  other.  Hermas,  also,  in  his 
"  Pastor,"  which  is  placed  by  most  critics  early  in 
the  second  century,  he  also  writes,  "  The  gate  is 
the  Son  of  God.  This  is  the  one  entrance  to  the 
Lord.  In  no  other  way,  then,  shall  any  one  enter 
in  except  through  the  Son." 

Surely  the  writer  had  upon  his  mind  John  x.  IL 
Hegeslppus,  also,  relating  the  martyrdom  of 
James  the  Just,  states  that  the  Jews  asked  James, 
'•  What  is  the  door  of  Jesus  ?  "  And  it  requires  a 
rigorous  theory  indeed  to  prevent  us  supposing 
the  Jews  were  not  referring  to  this  well-known 
chapter. 

We  have  thus  from  four  distinct  sources  un- 
doubted references  to  the  parable  of  the  "  Shepherd 
and  the  Sheep,"  which   includes  at  least  the   first 
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16  verses,  and  compels  the  conclusion  that  not 
only  were  verses  7,  8,  9,  known  as  ''  sayings  "  of 
Jesus,  but  further,  that  the  whole  block  of  verses 
1-16  were  in  existence  and  that  these  men  quoted 
from  them. 

We  may  further  state  that  the  pseudo- 
Clementine  Homilies  quote  a  later  verse  from  this 
chapter  as  follows,  "  My  sheep  hear  my  voice,"^ 
verse  27,  which  proves  the  existence  of  that  verse 
also,  and  by  implication,  the  whole  paragraph 
(verses  22-39).  We  assert,  therefore,  that  we 
have  substantial  ground  for  stating  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  10th  chapter  of  John  was  in  existence 
at  that  early  date. 

Chap.  XIV.  We  now  turn  to  this  chapter  and 
find  that  Papias'  elders,  as  recorded  by  Iranseus, 
quote  the  comforting  words  of  Jesus,  "  In  my 
Father^  house  are  many  mansions,''  John  xiv.  '2, 
while  Ignatius,  107  or  117  A.D.,  uses  the  Johanne 
expression,  "  The  prince  of  this  world,"  John  xiv- 
30.  These  quotations  from  the  earlier  and  later 
verses,  go  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  greater 
part  of  this  chapter,  included  between  these  verses, 
and  this  too,  partially  co-temporary  with  the 
Apostle  John  himself.  "  Granted,"  say  our 
rationalistic  opponents,  all  this,  still  are  they  not 
but  fragmentary  sayings  of  Jesus  ?  To  this  the 
witness  of  Papias'  elders  gives  a  most   unqualified 
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denial,  and,  moreover,  gives  us  the  source  of  their 
quolation.  Immediately  following  their  Johanne 
quotation  are  these  words,  *'  for  all  things  belong 
to  God,  who  supplies  all  with  a  suitable  dwelling 
place,  even  as  His  word  says."  Here  then,  is 
their  true  source  of  information,  not  traditionary 
sayings,  but  what  "  His  word  says."  We  are 
warranted  therefore  in  asserting  that  they  were 
not  current,  legendary  sayings,  but  quoted 
specially  and  directly  from  the  word. 

With  respect  to  the  1 7th  chapter,  we  find  a 
reference  to  the  16th  verse  in  Diognetus'  Epistle 
(belonging  to  the  Apostolic  period),  where 
Christian.?  are  described  as  being  in  the  world, 
yet  "  not  of  the  world,"  such  statement  compels 
the  conclusion  that  the  writer  had  upon  his  mind 
the  intercessory  prayer  of  Jesus,  and  which  by 
inference  implies,  not  only  the  existence  of  the 
single  verse  quoted,  but  also  the  entire  chapter. 

Having  thus  shown  by  the  foregoing  examples 
{which  are  confessedly  incomplete)  the  existence 
of  no  less  than  10  distinct  quotations  from  the 
Fourth  Gospel  (which  have  been  preserved  to  us 
by  these  primitive  authors),  some  of  whom  were 
intimate  friends  and  companions  of  the  Apostle 
John,  bearing  in  mind  also  that  these  citations  are 
not  taken  from  a  single  discourse  of  Jesus,  but 
extracted  from  no  less  than  eight  chapters,  ranging 
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from  the  i.  to  the  xvii.,  these  extracts  also  de- 
moastratmg  by  the  structure  of  the  context  not 
only  the  existence  of  the  verse  itself,  but  also  the 
whole  paragraph,  sometimes,  indeed,  the  whole 
chapter. 

Moreover,  these  Fourth  Gospel  texts  are  quoted 
by  nearly  a  dozen  independent  Witnesses,  separated 
by  hundreds  of  miles,  leaders  in  both  Asiatic  and 
European  Churches,  heterodox  and  orthodox, 
which  fact  itself  demonstrates  the  wide  circulation 
of  John's  Gospel  at  that  apostolic  date. 

I  further  state  that  if  so  many  and  varied  quota- 
tions from  John's  Gospel  have  been  preserved  to 
us  by  these  primitive  writers,  irrespective  of  the 
fact  that  in  most  cases  only  small  fragments  of 
their  writings  have  come  down  to  us  (these  quota- 
tions occurring  quite  incidentally  in  the  works  of 
later  authors),  in  addition  to  which  we  knoic  they 
wrote  large  and  important  works.  I  assert  we 
are  justified  in  stating  that  if  the  complete  books 
of  these  men  had  been  preserved  to  us,  they  would 
manifestly  have  contained  proportionally  larger 
and  increased  extracts  from  this  Gospel. 

For  illustration  of  this  point,  I  mention  Papias. 
This  man  was  the  author  of  a  large  work,  entitled 
an  "  Explanation  of  the  Lord's  Oracles,"  a  com- 
mentary on  the  parables  and  discourses  of  Jesus. 
This  work  was  so  large  as  to  necessitate  its  sub- 
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division  into  five  books.  Yet  of  this  important 
work  there  are  only  eight  short  fragments  extant, 
the  whole  of  which  is  only  equal  to  about  four  or 
five  pages  of  this  little  book.  I  repeat,  therefore, 
that  if  the  complete  works  of  these  primitive 
authors  were  now  in  existence  we  should  un- 
doubtedly possess  a  proportionally  more  numerous 
and  larger  testimony  for  the  existence  of  the 
whole  Gospel,  which  would  abundantly  demon- 
strate not  only  the  existence,  but  also  the  sameness 
of  their  Gospel  with  ours. 

We  cannot  believe  that  these  numerous  extracts 
from  the  Fourth  Gospel  were  simply  stray,  oral, 
traditional  "sayings"of  Jesus  merely;  their  number^ 
their  variety,  their  sameness  with  our  Gospel 
must  to  an  unprejudiced  mind  indisputably  prove 
it  to  be  the  book  called  the  Gospel  by  Basileides, 
and  the  Word  by  Papias'  elders. 

Of  course,  the  agnostic  critic  may  say  that 
Ignatius'  Epistles  are  untrustworthy,  that  Irenseus 
misquoted  Papias'  elders,  that  Hermas,  Hegesippus, 
and  others,  by  chance  quote  Johanne  passages, 
that  the  Naasseni  and  Peratae  statements  were  but 
the  dim  echo  of  oral  tradition  ;  they  may  say  all 
this,  yet  any  plain  man,  any  fair  judge  of  evi- 
dence, must  declare  that  whoever  denies  or  rejects 
such  an  array  of  testimony,  must  indeed  be  blinded, 
his  judgment  warped,  and  determined,  in  spite  of 
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overwhelming  evidence,  to  obstinately  and  per- 
sistently cling  to  his  own  baseless  and  fallacious 
theory. 

In  conclusion,  I  submit  that  to  any  plain,  un- 
prejudiced mind,  the  following  points  have  been 
proved  :  — 

Point  I.  That  the  theory  for  the  collecting  of 
the  traditionary  "  sayings  "  of  Jesus  by  the  un- 
known Greek  Christian,  who  moulded  them  with 
his  own  observations  into  the  Gospel  as  we  now 
possess  it,  and  published  it  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Ephesian  Church,  is  shown  to  be  destitute  of 
trustw^orthy  external  evidence,  and  based  upon 
most  fallacious  internal  evidence,  and  therefore  as 
such  is  but  a  bold,  baseless  assertion,  utterly  un- 
worthy of  even  momentary  credit  by  any  unbiassed 
mind. 

Point  II.  The  sixteen  quotations  extracted  from 
eight  chapters  of  this  Gospel  are  not  promiscuous, 
traditionary  sayings  of  Jesus,  but  plain,  recog- 
nizable texts,  centres  of  large  paragraphs,  including 
some  of  the  most  important  discourses  of  the 
Lord,  and  manifestly  attesting  not  only  the 
existence  of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  but  also  its  same- 
ness with  the  one  we  possess. 

Point  III.  That  if  these  sixteen  quotations 
incidentally  mentioned  in  the  fragmentary  portions 
of  primitive   authors  attest  Point  II.,  it  logically 
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follows  that  had  their  complete  works  come   down 
to   us   there   would    have    been   a   proportionally 
larger  number  of  extracts  from  other  portions  of 
the  Gospel. 

Point  ly.  That  at  least  two  of  these  authorities^ 
Basileides  and  Papias'  elders,  quote  not  from  tra- 
ditional "  sayings,"  but  well  known,  tangible 
Records,  designated  respectively  "  Gospels  "  and 
the  *^  Word,"  as  the  source  from  whence  their 
quotations  were  taken,  and  indisputably  prove  the 
existence  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  as  a  distinct  and 
received  book  at  that  ancient  date. 

"These  are  written  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life 
through  His  name  "  (John  xx.  31). 
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